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CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

CONNECTICUT 

WITH  THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT. 

[From   originals,  with  few  exceptions,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society.] 

Secretary  Rohinson  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Eecd.  May  lltli,  1755,] 

AVhitehall,  23d  January,  1755. 
Gentlemen :  A  clause  having  been  inserted  in  the  Mutiny 
Bill,  by  Parliament  this  session,  enacting  that  all  troops  in 
America,  whilst  in  conjunction  with  the  British  forces, 
under  the  command  of  an  officer  bearing  his  Majesty's  im- 
mediate commission,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  Martial 
Law  and  Discipline,  as  the  British  forces  are;  I  have  the 
King's  command  to  send  you,  pursuant  to  my  letter  of  the 
81st  past,  several  printed  copies  of  the  said  Mutiny  Bill, 
together  with  the  Articles  of  War  founded  thereupon,  for 
your  guidance  and  direction. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  Robinson. 
Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Sir  Thomas  Rohinson  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Reed,  lltli  May,  1755,] 

Whitehall,  January  23d,  1755. 
Gentlemen:     The  King  being  determined  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  towards  the  support  of  his  Colonies  and 
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subjects  in  Nortli  America,  lias  commanded  me  to  signify 
to  you  his  Majesty's  intention  to  augment  the  regiments 
in  British  pay,  (vizt.  not  only  Sir  Peter  Halket's  and  Colonel 
Dunbar's,  but  likewise  those  which  are  now  employed  in 
Nova  Scotia,)  to  the  number  of  1000  men  each:  to  which 
end,  you  will  correspond  with  Major  General  Braddock,  or 
the  commander  of  the  King's  forces  for  the  time  being, 
from  whom  you  will  receive  directions  for  the  sending  such 
contributions  of  men  as  shall  be  wanting,  and  to  such 
places  where  the  same  shall  be  quartered  or  employed  under 
his  command. 

As  there  is  probably  a  considerable  number  of  persons, 
as  well  among  the  natives  of  America  as  among  such 
foi'eigners  who  may  be  arrived  there  from  different  parts, 
particularly  from  German}^,  who  will  be  capable  and  willing 
to  bear  arms  upon  this  occasion;  the  King  does  not  doubt 
but  that  you  will  be  able  by  care  and  diligence  to  effect  this 
intended  augmentation,  and  to  defray  the  charge  of  levying 
the  same  from  the  common  fund  to  be  established  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  Colonies  collectively  in  North  America, 
pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  directions  signified  to  you,  by  my 
letter  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  for  that  purpose;  and,  as 
an  encouragement  to  all  such  persons  who  shall  engage  in 
this  service,  it  is  the  King's  intention  (which  you  will  assure 
them  in  his  Majesty's  name)  that  they  shall  receive  arms 
and  cloathing  at  the  King's  expence,  and  that  they  shall  not 
only  be  sent  back  (if  desired)  to  their  respective  habitations, 
when  the  service  in  America  shall  be  compleated  and  ended, 
but  shall  be  entitled,  in  every  respect,  to  the  same  ad- 
vantages with  those  troops  which  may  be  already  laised,  in 
consequence  of  your  former  orders. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.    KOBINSON. 

P.  S.     I  have  received  your  letters  of  Oct.  26th  and  30th. 
Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 
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aSV;'   Thomas  Rohinson  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Kepr'.utcd  from  Pennsylvania  Archive?,  ii.,  291.] 

Whitehall,  IBtli  April,  1755. 
Gentlemen:  The  King  having  thought  it  necessary  for 
his  service,  to  order  a  squadron  of  Ships  of  AYar  to  sail 
forthwith  to  iVmerica,  under  the  command  of  Vice  Admi- 
ral Bo?cawen,  I  am  directed  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that,  in  case  any  naval  assistance  shall  be  wanted 
for  the  protection  of  your  Government,  that  you  should 
apply  for  the  same  to  the  said  Vice  Admiral,  or  to  Com- 
modore Keppell,  who  is  already  stationed  in  Anierica,  or 
any  other  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  in  those  seas,  who  will  send  j^ou  such 
assistance  as  he  may  be  able  to  do  consistently  with  the 
general  service,  and  you  will  regularly  communicate  to 
them  all  such  intelligence  as  shall  come  to  j^our  knowledge, 
concerning  the  arrival  of  any  Ships  of  War,  or  vessels 
having  warlike  stores  on  board;  and  likewise,  all  such 
advices  as  may  concern  their  motions  and  destination,  or 
may,  in  any  manner,  relate  to  that  part  of  his  Majesty's 
service,  with  which  the  Commanders  of  the  King's  Ships 
should  be  acquainted,  who  are  properly  instructed,  by  the 
King's  order,  to  observe  an  exact  correspondence  with 
you,  during  their  continuance  in  America.  And  for  the 
better  execution  of  the  orders  sent  you  in  this  letter,  you 
will  be  diligent  in  employing  proper  persons  and  vessels, 
not  only  to  procure  the  earliest  intelligence,  but  likewise 
to  be  dispatched,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  said  Commander 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  with  such  accounts  as  you  shall 
have  occasion  to  communicate  to  them. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  Robinson. 
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Governor  Fitch  to  Sir  TJiomas  Rohinson. 

NoRWALK,  5th  June,  1755. 

Sir :  According  to  the  tenour  of  a  paragraph  of  my  let- 
ter of  the  6th  of  February  last,  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you 
that  in  obedience  to  the  King's  command  signified  by  your 
letter  of  the  loth  June  1754,  Avhich  I  received  on  the  16th 
November,  I  appointed  Jonathan  Trumble  and  Koger 
Wolcott  Junior,  Esqrs.,  two  of  the  Assistants  of  this 
Colony,  and  by  advice  of  Council  impowered  and  directed 
them  to  aid  and  assist  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  the 
Spanish  agent  in  embarking  the  effects  belonging  to  the 
Spanish  Register  ship,  the  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Ilelenn,  put 
into  the  port  of  New  London  by  distress  in  November 
1752,  and  in  every  respect  to  exert  themselves  and  use  the 
proper  authority  of  government  for  a  punctual  compliance 
with  his  Majesty's  orders. 

That  those  gentlemen  repaired  forthwith  to  New  London 
and  afforded  all  possible  assistance  in  recovering  and  ship- 
ping the  said  effects,  and  in  doing  all  such  services  as  they 
possibly  could  for  the  interest  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said 
ship  and  cargo,  and  in  the  month  of  December  and  begin- 
ning of  January  all  that  could  be  recovered  was  embarked 
on  board  the  ship  Nebuchadnezzar,  chartered  by  the  mer- 
chant some  time  before  for  that  purpose,  as  the  St.  Joseph 
and  St.  Helena  had  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  the  seas. 

Capt.  Whitwell,  commanding  liis  Majesty's  ship  Triton, 
carefully  attended  and  in  conjunction  with  those  gentlemen 
assisted  in  that  service,  and  then  took  the  ship  Nebuchad- 
nezzar under  convoy  for  Cadiz,  where  I  hear  she  is  since 
safe  arrived. 

As  this  afQxir  has  been  the  occasion  of  some  reflections 
upon  as  Avell  as  complaints  against  this  Government,  w^hich 
I  apprehend  are  without  foundation,  I  beg  leave  to  give  a 
brief  account  of  the  case. 

When  the  ship  first  arrived  into  the  port  of  New  London 
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my  predecessor,  Governor  Wolcott,  forthwith  made  strict 
enquiry  into  the  cause  of  her  coming  in,  and  finding  it  was 
not  to  carry  on  an  illicit  trade,  but  that  by  distress  she  put 
into  port,  ordered  all  the  effects  to  be  delivered  to  the 
agent,  paying  just  cost  and  reasonable  allowances  for  sal- 
vage, and  offered  him  all  necessary  protection  and  assist- 
ance, and  had  he  taken  the  advice  given  and  accepted  the 
assistance  provided  and  offered,  he  might  have  sailed  in  a 
few  weeks  with  all  his  cargo  except  what  the  court  of  vice- 
admiralty  decreed  against  him  for  salvage  and  some  other 
necessary  expences;  that  decree  indeed  was  esteemed  here 
to  be  very  extraordinary.  The  proceedings  and  decree  of 
that  court,  and  ill  advisers  from  abroad,  which  the  govern- 
ment could  neither  prevent  nor  are  chargeable  with,  I  appre- 
hend created  jealousies  in  the  Spanish  agent's  mind  wliich 
he  more  easily  entertained  for  want  of  understanding  the 
English  language;  soon  after  this  he  valued  himself  on  Mr. 
Ilenr}^  Lane,  of  New  York,  merchant,  with  one  Mr.  Cuyler 
of  the  same  place,  and  gave  to  Mr.  Lane  a  letter  of  attorney 
contrary  to  the  governor's  advice.  This  Mr.  Lane  (since 
broke,)  transacted  his  affairs,  assisted  in  procuring  the  ship 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  began  to  load  her  about  two  years  ago, 
and  shipped  several  chests  of  money  and  sundry  other  ef- 
fects, when  suddenly  there  arose  a  controversy  between  the 
Spanish  agent  and  his  attorney  Mr.  Lane,  who  thereupon 
took  and  carried  off"  privately  four  chests  of  silver,  and 
from  that  time  left  the  merchant's  service,  part  of  tbe  eff'ects 
being  on  board  and  part  in  stores:  the  agent  declined  act- 
ing or  taking  any  further  care,  and  disputed  with  the  col- 
lector the  legality  of  the  delivery  to  Mr.  Lane,  the  collector 
justified  it;  so  matters  lay  in  that  unsettled  situation  till  the 
money  shipt  was  stolen,  the  master  soon  after  left  the  ship 
and  the  hands  either  absconded  or  were  concerned  in  the 
iniquity,  and  as  the  merchant  wholly  declined  to  take  care 
of  what  was  left,  or  to  enquire  after  the  embezzlements  or 
to  pay  for  any  service  of  that  kind,  the  authority  of  the 
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government  tho't  it  their  duty  to  interpose,  and  in  fact  took 
more  care  than  could  have  been  reasonably  expected  in 
favour  of  any  of  the  King's  subjects  ;  and  according]}^  long 
before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  prosecutions  were  had  in 
the  King's  name  at  the  publick  expence,  managed  by  the 
King's  attorney  for  that  county,  against  many  persons  who 
were  imprisoned,  tried  and  convicted  for  stealing  some  of 
the  monies  and  effects,  and  all  that  could  be  recovered  was 
secured  and  shipt  with  the  cargo,  without  deductions  for 
recovery,  and  that  tho'  the  Spanish  agent  was  on  the  spot, 
did  not  concern  himself  as  a  prosecutor,  neither  was  he  at 
the  expence  of  it,  neither  would  he  so  much  as  receive  the 
effects  recovered,  but  the  same  were  by  order  of  authority 
safely  secured  for  him.  I  might  further  observe  in  general 
that  all  measures  concerted  by  the  governor  for  the  service 
of  the  merchant  in  the  course  of  these  transactions,  where- 
in he  was  treated  with  great  kindness  and  candour,  were 
constantly  frustrated  by  his  conduct,  which  I  would  charita- 
bly ascribe  to  his  bad  councillors,  and  as  this  affair  laboured 
and  continued  under  these  unhappy  circumstances  I  gladly 
embraced  the  opportunity  his  Majesty  was  graciouslv 
pleased  to  favour  us  with  by  Capt.  AVhitwell,  commanding 
the  ship  Triton,  and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  King's 
rojsil  care  which  hath  been  the  means  of  delivering  us 
from  those  burdens,  the  kind  assistance  of  that  wortliy 
commander,  in  conjunction  with  the  gentlemen  I  appointed, 
must  also  be  acknowledged,  who  I  doubt  not  will  be  able 
to  represent  the  matters  in  favour  of  the  government.  In 
the  conclusion,  the  Spanish  agent  manifested  himself  well 
satisfied  with  the  government,  acknowledged  the  care  and 
conduct  of  the  authority  in  his  favour,  and  freely  declared 
he  had  no  demands  against  the  government,  as  in  truth  he 
could  have  none. 

This  whole  affair  might  be  set  forth  in  a  more  particular 
and  stronger  light  in  favour  of  the  Colony  and  supported 
by  good  evidence,  but    I  fear  I  have  encroached   on  your 
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patience,  tlierefore  beg  pardon  for  this  trouble,  and  liave 
only  to  add  that  as  the  government  hath  been  much  con- 
cerned that  right  should  be  done  to  the  subjects  of  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  as  nothing  as  we  conceive  has  been 
wanting  for  that  purpose,  so  nothing  in  our  power  shall  be 
wanting  in  duty  to  his  Mnjesty  to  see  all  imaginable  justice 
be  further  done  to  the  proprietors  of  the  said  effects. 
I  am,  Sir,  witli  the  greatest  esteem 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ThOS.  FiTCr!. 

Riojht  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  Eobinson. 


Sir  Thomas  Eohinson  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Eecd.  6tli  Tber,  1755.] 

Whitehall,  19th  June,  1755. 

Gentlemen:  Having  received  no  letters  from  you  since 
my  last  of  the  l()tli  April,  I  have  only  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  is  the  express  command  of  the  Lords  Justices  that 
you  should  not  draw  bills  upon  the  Pay  Master  General  or 
his  deputy,  or  upon  any  otlxT  person,  and  that  you  should 
not  issue  any  warrants  for  money,  for  the  discharge  of  such 
expences,  as  have  been  or  may  be  incurred  on  account  of 
the  services  or  operations  to  be  performed  by  you,  or  in 
any  respect  under  your  direction  in  North  America;  But 
the  Lords  Justices  are  pleased  to  direct,  that  upon  all  such 
occasions  you  shall  apply  for  such  sums  of  money  as  shall 
so  become  necessary,  and  are  not  properly  chargeable  to 
the  account  of  j^our  Government,  to  Major  General  Brad- 
dock,  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
for  the  time  being,  in  North  America. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  Robinson. 

Govr.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 
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Lords  of  Tmde  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,   Eced.  lltli  Nov.,  1755.] 

Whitehall,  July  loth,  1755. 
Gentlemen:  It  being  for  liis  Majesty's  service  that  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  should  be 
fully  informed  of  the  present  state  and  condition  of  all  his 
Majesty's  Colonies  in  America;  I  am  directed  by  their 
Lordships  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Heads  of  Enquir}^,  and 
to  desire  you  will  forthwith  transmit  very  full  and  partic- 
ular answers  thereto,  and  also  a  collection  of  the  Laws 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  passed  and  are  now  in 
force  within  the  Colony  under  your  government. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Pownall,  Secry. 
Gov.  and  Comp.  of  Connecticut. 


Secretary  Rohinson  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Reed.  Otli  Novr.,  1755.] 

Whitehall,  26th  Julj^,  1755. 
Gentlemen :  There  being  great  reason  to  apprehend  that 
it  may  be  the  intention  of  the  Crown  of  France  to  proceed 
to  an  open  rupture,  as  Mor.  de  Mirepoix  left  England  on 
Monday  night  last,  without  taking  leave,  and  in  conse- 
quence thereof  Mr.  De  Cosne,  the  English  Secretary  at 
Paris,  is  ordered  to  leave  the  Court  of  France  in  like 
manner;  I  cannot  be  too  early  in  acquainting  yoii  there- 
with, and  recommending  it  to  you  to  take  all  proper 
measures  for  the  safety  and  tranquility  of  3'our  Govern- 
men^,  and  to  give  immediate  notice  thereof,  in  such  man- 
ner that  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  your  Govern- 
ment ma}^  (as  far  as  possible)  be  enabled  to  proceed  with 
the  necessary  care  and  circumspection  in  the  present  con- 
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juncture,  and  may  be  upon  their  guard  against  any  mis- 
cliief  that  may  be  apprehended  under  these  circumstances, 
to  tljcir  navigation  and  commerce. 

You  will  likewise  be  extremely  diligent  in  transmitting 
to  me,  for  the  King's  information,  and  that  of  the  Lords 
Justices,  every  material  circumstance  or  intelligence,  that 
may  come  to  your  knowledge,  concerning  the  motions  and 
proceedings  of  the  French  at  this  time. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  Robinson. 
Govr.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Governor  Filch  to  jSir  Thomas  Robinson. 

ISToRWALK,  1st  August,  1755. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  31st  December,  23d  Januarj^, 
with  the  duplicate,  printed  copies  of  the  Mutiny  Act  and 
Articles  of  War,  and  your  letter  of  the  16th  April,  I  have 
received,  and  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  as  the  Colony 
have  a  most  grateful  sense  of  his  Majesty's  tender  regard 
for  his  British  Colonies  and  the  welfare  and  security  of  his 
subjects  in  North  America,  which  he  has  had  the  goodness 
by  your  repeated  letters  to  signify  to  us,  so  the  Colony, 
from  their  strong  attachment  to  and  zeal  for  his  Majesty's 
sacred  person  and  government,  have  endeavoured  in  every 
particular  to  exert  themselves  for  the  defence  of  his 
Majesty's  just  rights  and  dominions  against  and  for  remov- 
ing the  encroachments  of  the  French  in  these  parts:  the 
government  not  only  encouraged  raising  men  to  fill  up  the 
King's  regiments  under  the  respective  commands  of  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  and  Sir  William  Pepperell,  in  pursuance  of 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  signified  by  your  letter  of  the  26th 
October  last,  and  the  regiments  employed  at  Nova  Scotia, 
but  also,  being  greatly  spirited  and  engaged  in  repelling  the 
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common  clanger,  tliis  Colony,  in  conjunction  with  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Xew  Yoi'k,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Khocle  Island,  undertook  to  raise  better 
than  four  thousand  men  for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
his  Majesty's  territoi'ies  at  Crown  Point  and  on  tlie  Iroquois 
Lake,  and  for  removing  the  encroachments  made  there. 
For  this  service  this  government  hath  raised  one  thousand 
effective  men,  officers  included,  armed  and  provided  for 
them,  and  subsist  them  in  the  service  wherein  they  are  now 
employed :  the  Assembly  have  also  made  provision  for 
raising  five  hundred  more  to  strengthen  that  expedition,  if 
there  shall  appear  a  necessity  of  it,  which  I  expect  will  be 
the  case,  and  the  men  will  soon  be  raised. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  observe  that  I  conceive  this  Colony 
herein  have  advanced  beyond  an  equal  and  just  proportion, 
tho'  I  do  not  mention  this  to  lessen  the  service  of  the  other 
governments  or  any  of  them,  all  of  which  appear  well 
spirited  and  engaged  on  this  occasion,  but  rather  to  shew 
that  his  Majesty's  regard  for  the  welfare  and  security  of  his 
subjects  in  these  parts,  which  he  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  give  ns  such  proofs  of,  and  our  zeal  to  promote  his  serv- 
ice therein,  hath  excited  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  the  people 
here  to  excel  in  the  service  of  their  King  and  country. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  acquaint  you  that  having  the  suc- 
cess of  this  enterprize  so  much  at  heart,  and  fearing  the 
Government  of  'New  York  might  fail  raising  the  number 
proposed  for  them  to  raise,  which  was  but  eigiit  hundred, 
this  government  upon  application  from  that  permitted  three 
hundred  men  to  be  raised  in  tliis  Colony  on  the  pay  and 
encouragement  of  that  for  this  service. 

All  these  levies  have  drawn  from  us  near  two  thousand 
of  our  inhabitants,  (beside  the  five  hundred  not  yet  raised,) 
to  the  detriment  of  our  husbandry,  whereon  the  Colony 
hath  its  principal  dependence. 

The  Colony,  tho'  before  considerably  in  debt,  failed  not 
to  undertake  with  vigour  and  resolution  to  perform  these 
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services,  and  are  now  greatly  spirited  in  the  affair,  by  wliieli 
means  we  have  been  nnder  necessity  to  make  use  of  the 
credit  of  the  government,  and  thereby  a  heavy  burden  of 
debt  is  brought  and  likely  to  be  increased  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  what  adds  to  our  difficulties  in  these  services  is 
the  want  of  a  supply  of  good  arms,  there  being  no  public 
store  of  that  kind  in  the  Colonv,  and  those  which  belong 
to  private  persons  mostly  poor  and  unsized,  and  unfit  for  an 
expedition,  and  sucli  difficult  to  be  obtained  for  the  use  of 
such  as,  tho'  able  bodied  effective  men,  are  unprovided  and 
unable  to  provide  for  themselves.  The  Government  there* 
fore  have  thought  proper  under  their  difficult  circumstances, 
and  that  they  may  be  better  able  to  serve  his  Majesty  on 
such  emergencies,  to  make  their  humble  petition  to  his 
Majesty  for  his  royal  favour  in  granting  us  relief  in  this 
particular,  and  accordingly  by  their  desire  I  have  inclosed 
their  Address,  which  I  beg  leave  to  request  you  to  lay  be- 
fore the  King  and  to  allow  us  to  hope  for  your  kind  offices 
in  rendering  it  acceptable  and  effectual:  you  will  be  pleased 
to  consider  this  Colony  has  never  been  expensive  to  the 
crown,  but  hath  at  its  own  expence  defended  itself  and 
largely  contributed  to  the  defence  of  the  neighbouring  gov- 
ernments for  more  than  a  century  past,  and  the  last  year 
were  at  considerable  expence  in  garrisoning  and  defending 
some  of  the  frontier  towns  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  the 
same  service  w^e  still  continue.  We  humbly  hope  our  serv- 
ices will  be  graciously  accepted  hy  his  Majesty,  and,  as  I 
persuade  myself  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  are  or  shall 
be  engaged  in  these  services  will  behave  with  honour,  so  I 
would  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  recommend  them  to  his 
Majesty's  favour. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Eight  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
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Colonial  Address  to  the  King,  August  1,  1755. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  England,  in  America. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty, 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  your  Colony  of  Connecticut,  beg 
leave  thankfully  to  acknowledge  your  goodness  in  taking 
into  your  royal  consideration  the  state  of  affairs  in  North 
America,  and  in  ordering  such  vigorous  and  effectual 
measures  for  the  defence  of  your  just  rights  and  dominions. 
Nothing  can  more  clearly  demonstrate  your  Majesty's 
paternal  concern  and  regard  for  the  security  and  welfare  of 
your  American  Colonies  than  your  benevolent  disposition 
for  the  good  of  your  subjects  in  these  parts  and  your  firm 
resolution  to  maintain  your  just  rights  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  French,  and  we  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Majesty  that  as  we  have  chearfuUy  exerted  ourselves 
in  a  punctual  obedience  to  your  commands  signified  to  your 
several  Governments  on  this  occasion,  so  we,  spirited  with 
principles  of  loyalty  and  obedience,  shall  do  all  in  our 
power  for  maintaining  the  honour,  rights  and  possessions  of 
your  crown,  and  for  the  interest  and  security  of  your 
dominions  in  these  parts,  according  as  it  shall  be  your 
royal  pleasure  to  direct. 

This  Colony,  tho'  small,  being  warmed  with  zeal  for  your 
Majesty's  service  and  spirited  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of 
their  ability  in  repelling  the  common  danger,  have  on  their 
own  pay  and  subsistence  raised  one  thousand  men,  includ- 
ing officers,  who  are  to  be  augmented  to  1500  if  there  be 
necessity  of  it,  for  dislodging  the  Frencli  from  those  parts 
of  your  Majesty's  territories  at  and  near  Crown  Point. 

A  spirit  of  true  loyalty  and  strong  attachment  to  your 
Majesty,  and  of  emulation  to  excel  in  the  service   of  our 
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King  and  country  is  universal  in  the  Colony;  but,  may  it 
please  your  Majesty,  tlie  low  state  of  the  government,  in- 
volved in  debt  arisen  by  those  means,  the  want  of  a  prop- 
er supply  of  good  arms,  those  among  us  being  unsized  and 
few  in  number,  and  the  Colony  unable  at  present  to  pur- 
chase a  sufBcicncy  for  our  soldier}^,  render  it  difficult  to 
perform  that  service  they  are  zealous  for;  that  we  may  be 
able  therefore  more  effectually  as  well  as  speedily  to  exert 
ourselves  on  any  emergency  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, duty  to  your  Majesty  and  zeal  for  your  service  constrain 
us  to  make  our  humble  address  to  our  most  gracious  Sov- 
ereign for  relief  in  this  particular;  and  will  your  Majesty 
be  pleased  to  permit  us  humbly  to  request  your  Majesty 
to  grant  to  this  Colony  such  a  supply  of  arms  as  in  your 
royal  bounty  and  wisdom  you  shall  think  proper  to  bestow, 
that  we  may  be  capacitated  to  act  up  to  that  spirit  which 
prompts  your  subjects  in  this  Colony  to  exert  themselves 
in  your  service  beyond  their  present  ability. 

May   your   forces   be   victorious,  and   all  attempts  and 
designs  formed  against  your  Majesty  and  your  kingdoms 
and  dominions  be  defeated. 
We  are,  may  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Your  Majesty's  most  faithful,  loyal  and  obedient  subjects, 
The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, Thos.  Fitch,  Govr. 

Connecticut, 

1st  August,  1755. 


Secretary  Robinson  to  tlie  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Eecd.  6tli  Novr.,  1755.] 

Whitehall,  28th  August,  1755. 

Gentlemen :     The    Lords    Justices    having   thought   it 

necessary  to  appoint  without  loss  of  time  a  Commander  in 

Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in    North   America,   in  the 

room  of  the  late  Major  General  Braddock,  who  was  killed 
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ill  the  unfortLUKitc  affair  of  the  9tb  of  last  month  on  the 
Monongliehi;  I  am  to  acquaint  yon,  that  Major  General 
Shirley  is  ordered  to  take  upon  him,  till  his  Majesty's 
farther  pleasure  shall  be  signified,  that  command,  with  like 
powers  with  which  Major  General  Braddock  held  the  same, 
and  as  Mr.  Shirley  is  furnished  Avith  copies  of  every  order, 
letter  and  instruction,  that  has  been  sent  from  hence,  at  any 
time,  to,  or  received  from  his  predecessor,  you  may  cor- 
respond with  him,  and  apply  to  him  upon  evcr}^  occasion, 
and  upon  all  points,  in  such  manner  as  you  was  empowered 
to  do  to  Major  General  Braddock,  and  you  will  not  only 
regularly  observe  such  directions  as  you  shall  receive  from 
him  thereupon,  but  w^ill  also  transmit  to  him  forthwith 
copies  of  your  whole  correspondence  with  the  late  Major 
General  Braddock,  since  his  first  arrival  in  North  America. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.    KOBINSON. 

p.  S.     I  have  received  Gov.  Fitch  s  letter  of  the  5th  of 
June.  T.  E. 

Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Eccd.  2r;th  Novr.,  1755.] 

\Yhiteiiall,  Septr.  19,  1755. 
Gentlemen:  Tt  being  of  the  greatest  importance  that  his 
^[ajesty  should  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  be  truly 
and  exactly  informed  of  the  real  state  of  defence  of  all  his 
Colonies  in  America,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  ordnance 
and  stores  of  war  which  are  in  each  Colou}^  respectively  as 
to  the  forts  and  fortifications,  and  the  number  of  their 
inhabitants;  I  am  directed  b}^  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  desire  you  will  with  all  possi- 
ble dispatch  prepare  and  transmit  to  their  Lordships,   to 
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be  laid  before  liis  Majesty,  an  exact  and  particular  account 
thereof  with  respect  to  the  Colony  under  your  Govern- 
ment, in  which  you  are  to  express  the  present  actual  state 
and  quantity  of  the  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition  and 
other  ordnance  and  military  stores  belonging  to  the  said 
Colony,  either  in  the  publick  magazines  or  in  the  possession 
of  the  militia  or  other  private  persons,  together  with  the 
trae  state  of  all  places  either  already  fortified  or  wdiich 
you  judge  further  necessary  to  be  fortified,  w^ith  your  opin- 
ion at  large  in  what  manner  his  Majesty  may  farther  con- 
tribute to  the  security  and  defence  of  the  said  Colony,  and 
also  as  exact  an  account  as  you  can  obtain  of  the  real 
number  of  inliabitants,  whites  and  blacks;  how  many  of 
the  former  are  able  to  bear  arms;  of  what  number  the 
militia  is  composed,  and  how  armed  mustered  and  trained. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Pownall,  Secry. 
Gov.  and  Companj^  of  Connecticut. 


Address  of  the   Colony  to  tlie  King.  October,^  1755. 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

The  humble  Memorial  and  Petition  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  his  Majesty's  English  Colony  of  Connecticut 
in  New  England  in  America. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereicx, 

We  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  of  your  Colony  of  Connecticut,  nsk 
leave  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  many  instances 
of  your  royal  concern  and  regard  for  tlie  welhire  and  security 
of  your  American  dominions,  and  to  express  our  grateful 
sense  of  your  firm  resolution  to  maintain  and  defend  your 
undoubted  rights  against  the  injurious  encroachments  of 
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the  French  upon  your  British  dominions  in  North  America, 
and  humbly  ask  liberty  to  represent  that  this  your  Majesty's 
Colony  greatly  concerned  at  such  encroachments,  and 
especially  sensible  of  the  great  detriment  which  has  been 
occasioned  to  j^our  Majesty's  interest  by  the  fortress,  called 
Fort  St.  Frederick^  erected  by  the  French  at  Crown  Point  on 
the  Iroquois  Lake,  and  the  repeated  annoyances  these 
Colonies  have  suffered  by  means  thereof,  from  the  French 
and  their  Indians,  most  chearfully  came  into  a  resolution, 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  New  England  Governments 
and  New  York,  to  raise  a  body  of  forces  to  remove  this 
encroachment,  to  repel  these  invaders  of  your  Majesty's 
rights,  and  secure  that  important  pass  to  the  British  crown, — • 
that  as  your  Provincial  forces  Avere  proceeding  on  this  en- 
terprise, the  French  at  Canada,  (having  gained  intelligence 
of  their  motions,)  sent  against  them  a  large  and  well  ap- 
pointed number  of  troo})s,  consisting  of  Kegulars  from 
France,  Canadians,  and  Indians  of  diverse  nations,  under 
the  command  of  the  Baron  Dieskeau,  who  came  and  fell 
on  your  forces  near  the  south  end  of  the  Lake  St.  Sacra- 
ment, now  called  Lake  George,  on  which  a  very  warm 
light  happened,  wherein  many  of  ihe  officers,  and  a  great 
number  of  tlie  enemies'  soldiers  were  slain,  their  general 
taken,  and  a  happy  victory  obtained.  And  we  humbly 
take  leave  to  congratulate  your  Majesty  on  this  happy  suc- 
cess against  an  enemy  who  boldly  advanced  into  your 
Majesty's  territories. 

AYe  further  humbly  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Majesty, 
that  the  proceedings  of  our  enemies,  consisting  of  troops 
from  France  as  well  as  Canada,  occasioned  a  necessity  of 
large  reinforcements,  and  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  your  loyal 
subjects  of  this  Colony  for  your  service  prompted  us  to 
augment  our  troops  to  three  thousand  in  our  actual  pay 
and  subsistence,  hoping  by  a  forcible  and  resolute  exertion 
of  ourselves  to  obtain  the  desired  success,  but  such  hath 
been  the  hindrances  that  have  fallen  in  our  way,  and  our 
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strength  so  far  exhausted  that  we  are   unable   to   proceed 
witlioQt  your  Majesty's  gracious  interposition. 

We  therefore  most  humbly  pray  your  Majesty  to  grant 
your  most  gracious  favour  and  regard  to  us,  and  smile  on 
our  undertaking  for  the  security  of  your  Majesty's  interest, 
and  that  provision  be  made  for  prosecuting  such  measures 
as  mny  be  found  needful  to  carry  into  execution  the  design 
to  secure  that  important  pass  to  the  British  crown.  And 
for  your  most  excellent  Majesty  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

Thos.  Fitch,  Govr. 

Genl.  Assembly,  Octr.  1755. 

In  the  Upper  House,  The  foregoing  draft  for  an  address 
to  be  presented  to  the  King's  Majesty  is  approved  at  this 
Board, 

Test.     George  Wyllys,  Secret. 

In  the  Lower  House. 

The  foregoing  draft  for  an  address  etc.  read  and  approved. 

Test.     Jxo.  Fowler,  Clerk. 


Secretary  Robinson  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 

Whitehall,  Novr.  3d,  1755. 
Gentlemen:  You  will  find,  by  the  inclosed  memorial 
that  has  been  delivered  to  me,  by  Mons.  d'Abreu,  the 
Spanish  Minister,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Ship  St. 
Joseph  and  Sta.  Helena  complain,  that  very  near  the  whole  of 
their  money,  and  part  of  their  effects,  are  still  detained 
within  your  Government,  which  it  was  thought  would  not 
have  been  the  case,  after  you  had  acquainted  me  in  your 
letter  of  the  5th  of  June  last,  that  nothing  in  your  poiver 
should  he  wanting  to  see  all  imaginahle  justice  farther  done  to 
the  said  joroprietors. 
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Tlie  King's  intention  that  the  most  entire  restitution 
should  be  made  to  the  Spanish  owners  of  the  said  ship 
and  cargo,  was  so  fully  expressed  in  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  13th  of  June  1754,  and  his  Majesty's  orders  were  so 
positive,  that  you  should  use  your  utmost  endeavours,  to 
jmt  the  S'panisli  agent  into  the  immediate  j^os session  of  evonj 
part  of  the  said  carrjo^  that  the  King  did  not  expect  that  it 
would  have  become  necessary,  at  this  time,  that  another  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  of  AVar  should  be  employed  upon  this 
account.  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  compleat 
the  satisfaction  due  to  the  Spaniards  for  the  forcible  deten- 
tion and  embezzlement  of  their  property,  his  Majesty  has 
now  thought  proper  to  direct  another  Ship  of  War  to 
repair  to  Kew  London,  in  order  to  take  on  board  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Spanish  effects,  for  which  purpose  I  am  to 
repeat  to  you  the  King's  express  commands,  that  you 
should  exert  yourself  in  putting  an  end  to  this  affiiir,  in  a 
manner  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  just  expectation  of 
the  Court  of  Spain. 

I  am,  etc., 

T.    ROBTNSOX. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Eiulorsecl,  Keed.  4th  Feby.,  175t3.] 

Whitehall,  Nov.  4th,  1755. 
Gentlemen:  The  Postmaster  General  having  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  Majesty's  conimands,  provided  vessels  for  the 
carrying  on  a  regular  monthly  correspondence  with  his 
Majesty's  American  Colonies,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  acquaint  you 
tlierewith,  and  that  the  first  of  these  vessels  will  be  dis- 
patched for  the  Continent  on  tlie  15th  of  this  month,  to  go 
an<l  return  between  Falmouth  and  New  York,  where  the 
lirst  vessel  is  to  remain  twenty  days;  and  as  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  his  Majesty's  service,  that  their  Lordships 
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shoald  Ijavo  frequent  and  certain  intelligence  of  the  true 
state  of  all  bis  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,  their  Lordships  desire  that  you  will  not  fail  of 
acquainting  them  by  the  return  of  every  packet  with  all 
publick  occurrences  which  may  happen  in  the  Province 
under  your  Government,  and  likewise  transmit  to  their 
Lordships  all  such  publick  papers  as  are  required  to  be 
transmitted. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
John  Pownall,  Secry. 
Gov.  and  Company  of 
Connecticut. 


/Sir  Thomas  Rohinson  to  (lie  Governor  of  ConnedicuL 

[Endorsed,  Kecd.  4tli  Feby.,  175G.] 

Whitehall,  Nov.  11th,  1755. 

Gentlemen:  The  accounts  which  have  been  transmitted 
to  me  of  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  in  the  action 
near  Lake  George,  on  the  8th  of  Septr. ;  and  of  the  con- 
siderable reinforcements  sent  by  the  New  England  Govern- 
ments to  General  Johnson,  which  there  is  great  reason  to 
hope  will  effectually  enable  him  to  pursue  the  advantage 
he  has  gained,  and  to  recover  and  support  his  Majesty's 
just  rights,  have  been  laid  before  his  Majesty;  and  I  have 
received  the  King's  commands  to  express  to  you  his 
Majesty's  sense  of  the  great  zeal  and  spirit  which  the  Colony 
under  your  Government  has  so  strongly  manifested,  in  so 
chearfully  and  effectually  promoting  this  necessary  and 
important  service. 

His  Majest}^,  at  all  times  desirous  of  showing  marks  of 
his  roj'al  favor  and  regard,  to  those  who  eminently  distin- 
guish themselves  in  the  defence  of  his  rights,  and  in  their 
country's  service,  is  pleased  to  order  that  this  letter  be 
communicated  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  yowv  Gov- 
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ernmeDt,  and  that  they  be  acquainted  that  his  Majesty  will 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  laying  the  particulars  of  their 
meritorious  conduct  upon  this  great  occasion,  before  his  Par- 
liament; and  as  his  Majesty  is  sensible  that  the  expences 
which  the  New  England  Colonies  have  incurred,  tho' 
chearfully  born,  cannot  but  have  been  burthensome  to  his 
brave  and  good  subjects,  his  Majesty  will  at  the  same  time 
recommend  to  his  Parliament  to  grant  them  such  assistance, 
in  consideration  of  the  charges  they  have  born,  as  their 
circumstances  shall  require,  and  as  will  enable  them  vigor- 
ously to  pursue  the  great  and  necessary  work,  which  has 
been  so  chearfully  undertaken,  and  hitherto  conducted  with 
so  much  spirit,  zeal  and  resolution. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.   KOBINSON. 

Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Sir  Thomas  Robinson  to  Governor  Fitch. 

[Endorsed,  Rccd.  4tli  Fcby.,  1750.] 

AVhiteiiall,  11th  Novr.,  1755. 
Sir:  Having  laid  before  the  King  the  humble  Address 
transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  August,  expressing 
the  acknowledgements  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  for 
his  Majesty's  royal  goodness  and  care  of  his  subjects  in 
North  America,  and  their  zeal  and  intention  to  repel  the 
common  danger,  if  a  jyroper  swpjily  of  good  arms  could  he 
furnished  them  from  hence;  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  that 
his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  ten  thousand  stands 
of  arms,  with  the  proper  accoutrements,  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  ammunition,  to  be  sent  forthwith  to  Boston, 
under  the  care  of  a  Store  Keeper,  and  other  proper  officers, 
who  are  to  deliver  the  same  to  such  persons  as  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America 
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shall  think  fit;  and  yon  will  apply  to  him  accordingly  upon 
all  proper  occasions. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  liumble  servant, 
Mr.  Fitch.  T.  EoBlNSON. 


Secretary  Fox  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Reprinted  from  Penusylvaiiia  Arcliives,  II.,  490.] 

AYhitehall,  14th  Novr,,  1755. 
Gentlemen :  His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased 
on  the  resignation  of  Sir  Thos.  Eobinson,  to  honor  me  with 
the  office  of  his  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Southern 
Department;  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  for  the  future 
address  your  letters  to  me,  which  you  may  be  assured  I 
shall  punctually  and  regularly  lay  before  the  King,  and 
transmit  to  you  such  Instructions  and  Orders  as  his  Majesty 
may  think  proper  to  give  for  your  guidance  and  direction. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant,      H.  Fox. 


Secretary  Fox  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Elldor^^ed,  Reed,  loth  June,  1756.] 

AYhitehall,  13th  March,  1756. 
Gentlemen :  The  Earl  of  Loudoun,  whom  the  King  has 
appointed  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  forces  whatso- 
ever in  Korth  America,  being  preparing  to  set  out,  with 
all  possible  expedition,  together  with  two  regiments  of 
foot,  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  war- 
like stores,  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order 
for  the  publick  service  in  those  parts,  I  am  commanded 
to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure,  that  you  should  be 
ready  to  give  his  Lordship  and  the  troops  from  England, 
all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  on  their  arrival  in  Amer- 
ica, agreeable  to  the  orders  sent  you  in  Sir  Thos.  Robin- 
son's  letter  of  26th  Octr.  1754,  and  you  will  correspond 
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with,  and  apply  to  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  on  all  occasions, 
in  tlie  same  manner  as  3'oa  were  directed  to  do  with  the 
late  General  Braddock  and  Major  General  Shirley. 

It  being  of  the  greatest  importance  that  tlie  King's 
regiments  already  in  North  America  (as  Avell  the  three 
stationed  in  Kova  Scotia,  as  the  four  in  the  Province  of 
New  York)  should  be  recruited  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
their  full  complement  of  1,000  men  each,  it  is  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that  you  sliould  forthwith  call  together  tlie  Coun- 
cil and  x\ssembly  of  the  Province  under  your  Government, 
and  that  you  should  press  them,  in  the  strongest  manner, 
to  make  the  most  early  and  effectual  provision  for  raising, 
and  assisting  his  Majesty's  officers  to  raise,  such  a  number 
of  men  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  recruit  the  King's  regiments 
now  stationed,  or  to  be  stationed  in  North  America,  up  to 
their  establishments,  and  you  will  acquaint  them,  that  the 
King,  in  order  to  encourage  his  faithful  subjects  to  engage 
in  a  service  so  essential  for  their  own  defence  and  preser- 
vation, does  consent,  that  such  recruits  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  serve  anywhere  but  in  North  America; — that  they  shall 
be  discharged  when  hostilities  sliall  cease ;  and  that  each 
of  them  shall  have  a  grant  of  200  acres  of  land,  free  from 
the  payment  of  quit-rents,  for  ten  years,  either  in  the  province 
of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  or  Nova  Scotia,  at  their 
own  choice,  which  lands  shall  be  granted  them,  on  pro- 
ducing their  discharge  from  the  pommander  in  Chief  to 
the  Governor  of  either  of  the  said  Provinces  respectively; 
and,  in  case  they  should  be  killed  in  the  service,  their 
widows  and  children  shall  be  entitled  to  the  said  lands,  in 
such  proportion  as  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Prov- 
ince wherein  such  lands  lie,  shall  direct. 

You  will  acquaint  the  Council  and  Assembly  with  his 
Majesty's  great  goodness  in  having  recommended  their 
case  to  the  consideration  of  his  Parliament,  who  have 
granted  the  sum  of  £115,000,  to  be  distributed  in  such 
proportions   as  the  King  shall   think  proper,  to   the    four 
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Pj'ovinces  of  New  England,  and  those  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  and  thereby  enabled  his  Majesty  not  only  to 
manifest  his  sense  of  their  past  services,  but  also  to  en- 
courage them  for  the  future  to  exert  themselves  in  the 
service  with  spirit  and  vigour;  that  his  Majesty  there- 
fore expects  that  they  will  heartily  and  zealously  con- 
cur in  every  measure,  which  shall  be  thought  advisa- 
ble for  carrvingf  on  the  war  in  North  America,  and  that 
they  will  forthwith  raise  the  same  number  of  men,  in 
each  Colony,  as  were  raised  last  year  (whereof  as  great 
a  proportion  as  may  be  to  consist  of  rangers)  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  King's  troops  in  such  operations  as 
shall  be  undertaken  for  annoying  the  enemy  and  recov- 
ering his  Majesty's  just  rights.  This  service  will  be  the 
less  burthensome  to  them,  as  the  raising  of  the  men,  their 
pay,  arms,  and  cloathing,  will  be  all  that  will  be  required 
of  them,  measures  having  been  already  taken  for  laying 
up  magazines  of  stores  and  provisions  of  all  kinds,  at  the 
sole  expence  of  the  Crown;  and  you  will  use  your  utmost 
endeavours  to  induce  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  raising  their  quota  of  these  men, 
with  the  greatest  expedition,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  to 
march  to  such  place  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall, 
upon  his  arrival,  direct. 

It  is  also  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  tliat  you  should  partic- 
ularly recommend  it  to  your  Assembly  to  make  provision 
out  of  such  funds  as  already  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be 
raised,  for  the  King's  service,  for  repaying  the  masters  of 
such  indented  servants  as  shall  engage  in  his  Majesty's 
service,  the  money  paid  by  the  said  masters  upon  the 
original  contract,  in  proportion  to  the  time  such  indented 
servants  have  to  serve ;  and  you  will,  at  all  times,  discour- 
age the  harbouring,  concealing,  or  assisting,  such  as  shall 
desert  the  service,  and  also  use  all  means  for  discovering; 
and  apprehending  such  deserters;  You  will  likewise  use 
your   l>est   endeavours  to  prevail  on   your   Assembly   to 
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appropriate  sucli  part  of  the  funds  now  raised,  or  wliich 
shall  be  raised  for  the  publick  service,  to  be  issued  and  ap- 
plied to  the  general  service,  in  such  manner  as  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  shall  direct. 

The  King  would  have  you  recommend  it  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  your  Council  and  Assembly,  to  pass  effectual 
laws  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
French,  and  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  provisions 
of  all  kinds  to  any  of  their  Islands  or  Colonies. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant,      H.  Fox. 

Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Secretary  Fax  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 

Whitehall,  March  13th,  1756. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  accpiainted  you  in  my  other  letter 
of  this  date,  with  the  King's  having  appointed  the  Earl  of 
Loudoun  to  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  North  America,  but  as  it  will  be  some  time  before 
his  Lordship  or  Major  General  Abercrombie,  who  is  to  be 
the  next  in  command  to  him,  can  set  out  from  lience,  the 
King  has  directed  Colonel  Webb,  (who  will  forward  this 
letter  to  you,)  to  embark  immediately  for  North  America, 
and  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  forces  there,  till 
the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun  or  Major  General  Abercrom- 
bie; you  will  therefore  correspond  with  Colonel  Webb; 
and  give  him  all  necessary  lights  and  assistances,  in  the 
same  manner  you  were  directed  to  do  to  the  late  General 
Braddock. 

It  having  been  represented  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  foreign  settlers  in  America  might  be  more  willinor  to 
enter  into  the  King's  service,  if  they  were  commanded  by 
officers  of  their  own  country,  an  Act  of  Parliament  has 
been  passed,  of  which  I  send  you  inclosed  a  printed  copy, 
enabling  his  Majesty   to  grant  commissions   to  a   certain 
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number  of  German,  Swiss,  and  Dutch  protestants,  who 
have  served  as  officers  or  engineers,  and  as  they  have 
already  engaged,  they  will  embark  with  all  expedition,  in 
order  to  assist  in  raising  and  commanding  such  of  the  for- 
eign protestants  in  North  America  as  shall  be  able  and 
willing  to  serve  with  the  rest  of  the  forces  upon  this  occa- 
sion. And  it  is  the  Kings  pleasure,  that  you  should  give 
any  of  the  said  officers,  who  may  come  into  your  Govern- 
ment, all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  in  the  execution  of 
this  service. 

It  being  of  the  greatest  importance  that  his  Majesty 
should  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  be  truly  and  ex- 
actly informed  of  the  real  state  of  defence  of  all  his  Colo- 
nies in  America,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  ordnance  and 
stores  of  war  which  are  in  each  Colony  respectively,  as  to 
the  forts  and  fortifications  and  the  number  of  their  inhabit- 
ants, it  is  the  King's  pleasure,  that  you  should  prepare 
and  transmit  to  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  or  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  for  the  time  being,  an 
exact  and  particular  account  thereof  with  respect  to  the 
Colony  under  your  Government,  in  which  you  are  to  ex- 
press the  present  actual  state  and  quantity  of  the  cannon, 
small  arms,  ammunition  and  other  ordnance  and  military 
stores,  belonging  to  the  said  Colony,  either  in  the  publick 
magazines,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  militia  or  other  pri- 
vate persons,  together  with  the  true  state  of  all  places, 
either  already  fortified,  or  which  you  judge  forthwith 
necessary  to  be  fortified,  with  your  opinion  at  large  in 
what  manner  his  Majesty  may  farther  contribute  to  the 
security  and  defence  of  the  said  Colony,  and  also,  as  exact 
an  account  as  you  can  obtain  of  what  number  the  militia 
is  composed,  and  how  armed,  mustei'ed  and  trained. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  Fox. 

P.  S.     Mr.  Fitch's  letter  of  Oct.  30th  has  been  received. 

Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 
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Governor  Fitch  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

Hartford,  SOtli  Maicli,  1756. 

My  Lords:  Your  secretary  Mr.  Pownall's  letter  of  tlie 
19th  of  Sept.  last  [we]  have  received,  requiring  us  to 
transmit  to  your  Lordships  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  an 
exact  and  particular  account  of  the  present  state  and 
quantity  of  the  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition  etc.,  and 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  to  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty  for  his  royal  and  paternal  care  of  us  his  loyal  sub- 
jects inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  in  obedience  to  your 
Lordships'  request,  beg  leave  to  inform, — 

That  our  Battery  at  New  London,  on  a  survey  thereof 
lately  taken,  is  found  to  consist  of  nine  guns,  three  of 
which  are  unfit  for  service. 

That  there  are  also  three  more  useless  pieces  at  the  en- 
ti'ance  of  the  port. 

That  there  are  also  at  New  London  22  carriage  guns,  6 
and  4  pounders,  and  12  swivels  carried  during  the  last  war 
by  a  sloop  then  built  by  this  colony  for  our  defence,  which 
are  still  fit  for  use. 

That  remaining  in  said  Battery's  stores  are  found  10 
barrels  of  powder,  a  small  quantity  of  cannon  and  musket 
ball,  crossbar,  langrell,  and  grape  shot,  100  muskets  and 
as  many  pistols,  with  other  articles  then  belonging  to  said 
sloop  of  war. 

That  there  is  also  a  small  magazine  of  powder  and  ball 
kept  at  Hartford  for  the  Colony's  nse,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Governor  and  Council,  tho'  at  present  by  the  late 
expedition  much  exhausted. 

That  by  the  laws  of  the  Colony  is  to  be  kept  in  eacli 
of  our  towns  50  lb.  of  powder,  200  lb.  of  bullets,  and  300 
flints,  to  60  enlisted  soldiers,  and  a  store  in  such  proportion 
to  a  greater  or  lesser  number. 

That  not  only  every  inlisted  soldier,  but  all  others  by 
law  exempted  from  duty  are  to  keep  and  hold  themselves 
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contiimally  furnished  with  one  gun  and  sword  or  cutlass,  1 
lb.  of  powder,  4  lb.  oi'  bullets  and  one  doz.  of  flints,  which 
all  are  obliged  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  annually  to  pro- 
duce throughout  the  Colony,  to  be  viewed  hy  their  respect- 
ive officers:  but  these  arms  being  all  of  private  property  are 
very  various  in  their  sorts  and  sizes,  according  to  the 
different  occasions  and  humours  of  their  owners,  and  ac- 
cordingly not  at  all  adapted  to  the  business  of  a  campaign. 
And, 

As  your  Lordships  have  condescended  to  ask  our  opinion 
by  what  means  his  Majesty  of  his  royal  goodness  ma}^ 
further  contribute  to  the  defence  and  security  of  this  Colo- 
ny, we  thereupon  observe, 

That  at  New  London  is  a  fine,  spacious  and  commodious 
harbour,  with  a  good  entrance  for  large  ships,  the  usual 
residence  of  the  Collector  of  his  Majesty's  customs,  the 
only  port  in  this  Colony  much  exposed  to  the  enemy,  and 
capable  of  being  made  the  most  defencible,  and  are  humbly 
of  opinion  that  a  strong  fortress  there  erected  would  not 
only  greatly  contribute  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  (great  part  of  whose  shipping  is 
often  collected  together  in  said  harbour,)  but  serve  more 
extensively  to  promote  his  Majesty's  interest  in  the  more 
eff^ectual  defence  even  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  and 
wdthout  which  we  may  be  an  easy  prey  to  any  invader. 

That  as  the  French  king  in  support  of  his  unjust  en- 
croachments has  of  late  sent  some  of  his  regular  troops  to 
America,  we  are  further  humbly  of  opinion  that  if  in  time 
of  war  one  regiment  should  be  found,  armed  and  subsist- 
ed in  this  Colony,  upon  the  pay  and  establishment  of  Great 
Britain,  under  such  regulations  as  to  become  skilful  in  the 
regular  discipline,  and  acquainted  as  well  with  the  Eurojiean 
arts  of  w^ar  as  the  more  irregular  manner  of  fighting  used 
in  America,  we  humbly  conceive  it  would  be  found  a  more 
effectual  and  a  less  expensive  expedient  for  curbing,  re- 
straining and  removing,  the  insolent  encroachments  of  his 
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Majesty's  enemies  in  North  America,  than  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  from  Great  Britain.     And, 

In  assurance  of  your  Lordships'  zeal  for  his  Majesty's 
interest  and  real  concern  for  the  good  and  safety  of  his 
plantations  here,  we  beg  your  favourable  representation  of 
our  case  to  the  best  of  Kings,  tliat  of  his  Majesty's  royal 
bounty  such  works  may  be  erected  at  our  said  principal 
port,  and  such  sufficient  quantity  of  ordnance  and  other 
military  stores  may  be  graciously  granted  us  as  our  de- 
fenceless state  and  circumstances  manifestly  require. 

We  are  the  more  encoui-aged  to  hope,  not  only  your 
Lordships'  condescending  friendly  interposal,  but  the  fa- 
vourable acceptance  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
flattering  ourselves  we  shall  not  be  found  to  have  been 
heretofore  burdensome  by  our  importunities,  tho'  as  needy 
and  as  loyal  as  the  rest  of  our  fellow  subjects. 

We  are.  My  Lords,  3'our  Lordships'  most  humble  and 
most  obedient  servants,  the  Govr.  and  Company  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

T.  F.,  Gov. 

The  Eight  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations. 

General  Assembly,  (by  adjournment,)  March,  1756. 

In  the  Upper  House,  The  foregoing  draft  for  a  letter 
from  the  Gov.  and  Comp.  of  this  Colony  to  the  Eight 
Honble.  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions is  approved,  and  his  Honr.  the  Gov.  is  desired  to 
transmit  a  transcript  of  the  same  to  their  Lordships  by  the 
first  convenient  opportunity. 

Test.     George  Wyllys,  Secret. 

In  the  Lower  House. 

The  foregoing  draft  etc.  read,  and  concurred  with  the 
vote  of  the  Honble.  Upper  House  in  approving  of  the 
same  etc. 

Test.    Jno.  Fowler,  Clerk. 
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John  Thomlinson  and  John  Ilanhury  to   Governor  Fitch. 
Endorsed,  Eeccived  27tli  July,  1750. 

London,  5tli  April,  1756. 

Sir:  The  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Treasure  liaving 
thought  proper  to  issue  to  us  as  agent  to  the  Government 
the  12th  March  past  the  sum  of  £115.000.  granted  by  Par- 
liament to  be  distributed  in  such  proportions  as  his  Majesty 
should  think  fit  to  the  Colonies  of  New  England,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey,  as  a  free  gift  and  reward  for  their 
past  services  and  an  encouragement  to  them  to  continue  to 
exert  themselves  with  vigour  in  defence  of  his  Majesty's 
just  rights  and  possessions,  with  orders  to  remit  the  same 
in  specie,  we  have  on  our  parts  used  our  utmost  endeavours 
to  procure  Spanish  milled  dollars  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  and  have  succeeded  beyond  our  expectation. 

There  being  no  pistoles  to  be  had,  we  have  procured  at 
a  small  expence  all  the  Portugal  gold  of  full  weight,  a  very 
large  sum  having  been  pick'd  and  each  piece  weighed 
separately,  which  was  a  work  of  many  days  for  several 
hands,  that  we  think  they  well  deserved  the  allowance 
made  them,  and  indeed  we  are  still  under  some  difficulty 
to  get  rid  of  the  light  pieces  we  have  remaining  on  hand. 

On  this  occasion  we  have  lessened  the  charges  every 
possible  way  and  have  had  no  small  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  insurance  on  so  reasonable  terms,  as  all  the  public 
offices  insisted  strongly  on  three  guineas  and  a  half  per 
cent. — Out  of  the  great  regard  we  have  to  the  Colonies  wc 
have  charged  no  commission  on  this  transaction,  and  have 
recommended  it  to  our  agent  to  act  in  the  like  manner. 

The  reserve  of  £31  Ss.  Scl  made  out  of  the  £26.000  ap- 
portioned to  your  Province  must  be  subject  to  a  future 
settlement,  as  we  could  not  possibly  be  informed  of  the 
charges  of  passing  the  account  at  the  Exchequer,  otherwise 
we  had  now  exactly  ballanced  it; — we  pray  you  will  not- 
withstanding execute  the  receipt  for  the  full  sum,  in  the 
form  now  sent  to  our  agents,  Charles  Apthorp  Esqr.  &  Son. 
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We  sincerely  wish  you  success  iu  all  your  undertakings, 
and  are  with  great  regard,  your  most  assured  friends  and 
most  obedt.  humble  servants. 

J.  IIanbury, 
For  John  Thomlinson  Esqr.     Barlow  Trecothick. 

The  Ilonble.  the  Govr.  of  Connecticut. 

Copy.  The  original  and  Bill  of  Lading  is  sent  with  the 
specie  per  the  Sterling  Castle,  Man  of  War. 


London,  3d  of  April,  1756. 
Messrs.  John  Thomlinson  and  John  ILinbury, 

Dr.  to  How  &  Mcisterman,  for  cost  of  sundry  parcels  of 
Silver  and  Gold,  vizt. — 


Pack'd  in  23 
chests  mark'd 
Conectic': 
No.  1  to  23 
inclusive. 

18  Bags  £1,- 
000  each.  1 
do.  £V23  125. 
5c/. 

l*ackVl  in  chests 
mark  VI  Cofi- 
ectic* :  No.  A 
and  B. 


Spanish  Milfd  pieces  of  ■§■  ] 
bought  of  sundry  |»ersons     23.000  oz. 
and  at  different  prices,  but  l      at  bs.  3  ^d. 


the  whole  reduced  to  an 
average, 


£0,104  lis.  8d. 


J 


10.302  pieces  of  Portugal  coin'd 

gold,  each  piece  weighed  sepa-      ^^^^^^^   ^^  ^ 

rately  at  least  0  dwt.  5  gr.  at 

the  current  value  of  366'.  apiece 
Eighteen  pounds  and  five  pence 

more  in  gold,  silver  and  copper 

coin  to  compleat  the  proportion 

order'd  per  Messrs.  Thomlinson 

and  llanbury  for  this  province. 


0  5 


For  our  Commission  on  procuring  the  sil-"| 
ver,  examining  and  weighing  it  and  the 
gold  (each  piece   of  gold   having   heen  >31   0  0 
weigh'd   by  us  separately)  and  packing 
the  whole  at  8  pr.  ct.  J 


£24,828   10  1 
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25  strong  iron  bound  chests  at  '2s.  6d.  each      3     2  6 
Porterage,  cartage,  old  and  new  bags,  tape 

and  sealing  wax,  &c.  1   14  0 


85   17  0 


Charges  paid  by  J.  Thonilinson  and  J.  Ilanbury, 
vizt. — Paid  as  pr.  accot.  of  general  charges  liere- 
Avith  for  fees  at  the  Exchequer  and  Treasury,  for 
Insurance,  Freight,  and  other  expences  on  the  f- 
whole  £115,000  issued  to  us,  £4859  168.  8d.  of 
which  the  proportion  of  this  Colony  is  -i^i^ths, 
being 

Hire  of  six  wagons  to  carry  249  chests  of  treasure 
to  Portsmouth  £54  12^.,  being  4s.  4^(1.  pr. 
chest — 25  chests  amt.  to 


Remains  in  ]»and  towards  your  proportion  of  pass- 
ing the  accot.  when  proper  receipts  are  returned 
from  America,  for  which  we  [are]  accountable 
to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 


£24,864      1   1 


1,098   15  0 


5     9   8 


£25,968   11   9 


31      8  3 


£26,000     0  0 
London,  5th  April,  1Y56. 

Errors  excepted  J.  IIanbury, 

For  John  Thomlinson  Barlow  Tkecotiiick. 
This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Hanbury  of  Lon- 
don, merchant,  who  did  solemnly  affirm,  that  the  within  account  of 
gold  and  silver  bought  and  expences  paid  thereon  to  the  amount  of 
£25,968  Us.  9d.,out  of  £26,000  put  into  his  hands  jointly  with 
John  Thomlinson  of  London,  merchant,  to  send  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  is  just  and  true,  and  that  he  hath  not  for  liimself  or 
any  person  for  him  received  or  is  to  receive  any  profit  or  advantage 
whatsoever  by  this  transaction. 

J.  IIanbury. 
Affirmed  the  5th  day  of  May  1756  before  me, 

S.  Betiiell,  Mayor. 
At  the  same  time  appeared  before  me  Barlow  Trecothick  of  Lon- 
don, merchant,  and  made  oath  that  John  Thomlinson  liaving  been 
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for  some  time  past  confined  by  sickness,  he  liatli  acted  in  the  above 
mentioned  affair  on  his  behalf;  that  the  said  account  is  just  and 
true,  and  that  he  hath  not  for  himself  or  for  the  said  Jolin  Thom- 
linson  or  any  person  for  either  of  them  directly  or  indirectly  re- 
ceived or  is  to  receive  any  profit  or  advantage  whatsoever  by  this 
transaction.  Barlow  Tkecotiiick. 

Sworn  the  5th  day  of  May  1*756,  before  me 

S.  Betiiell,  Mayor. 


An  account  of  general  charges  paid  on  £115.000  received  out  of 

the  Exchequer,  12  March  1750,  to  be  remitted  to  North  America. 

Pd.  fees  at  the  Exchequer  to  tlie  Auditor,  Pet.  of- 
fice and  Tellers  on  £115.000,  at  \\d.  p.  £,  and 
more  145.  for  sign  manual  and  warrant,  719     9 

At  tlie  Treasury  for  sign  manual,  warrants,  and  or- 
der for  the  above  money  and  for  writing  the  bond,  9     5  0 

Willm.  Tatcham's  expences  and  charges, 
who  conducted  the  money  to  Ports- 
mouth, 12     5  2 

To  the  guard  with  the  money  to  Ports- 
mouth, 37      1 

To  the  Serjeant  of  the  guard  for  liis 

trouble  and  extra  care,  1      1 

50  7  2 


Paid  premium  £30,000  Insurance  at 
the  Ptoyal  Exchange  at  1\  guineas 
p.  cent.,  and  policy,  787    14  6 

Deduct  discot.  at  5  p.  cent.,  37  10 


10 


50     4   6 


Paid  John  Hutchinson  for  prem.  £85,- 
000  Insurance  procured  by  him  at  1^ 
guin.  p.  cent,  and  4  policies,  2232     3 


2982     7  6 


Paid  Capt.  Cornish  frat.  of  £109,825,  being  the  nett 

sum  shipped,  at  1  p.  cent,  1098     5 

For  Bills  of  Lading,  2   6 

£4859  IG   8 
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Of  which, 
Massach'tts  Bay  is  charo-'J  witli  -^^5  ths,  being  2282     0  2 


Connecticut 

-i^i^Vths, 

u 

1098  15  0 

New  York 

-i^iVhs, 

u 

633  17  8 

New  Hampshire 

Tfyths, 

li 

338     1  6 

Rhode  Island 

-rfs-ths, 

u 

295  16  4 

New  Jersey 

Tilths, 

a 

211     6  0 
£4859  16  8 

And  each  Province  is  interested  in  the  Insurances  in  the  same 
proportion. 

London,  5th  April,  1*756. 

Errors  excepted,  J.  IIanbury. 

For  John  Thomlinson  Barlow  Trecotiiiok. 


Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Rec.  27th  July,  1756,] 

Sir:  You  receive  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  King's  warrant 
for  paying  tlie  £  115.000,  granted  by  Parliament  to  tlie  Colo- 
nies of  New  England  New  York  and  New  Jersey  in  Amer- 
ica as  a  free  gift  and  reward  for  their  past  services  and  an 
encouragement  to  them  to  continue  to  exert  themselves  in 
the  defence  of  his  Majesty's  just  rights  and  possessions; 
you  will  see  by  the  warrant  the  proportion  allotted  to  your 
Government  which  Messieurs  Thomlinson  and  Hanbury 
have  shipped  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Sterling  Castle 
Captain  Cornish  of  which  I  acquaint  you  by  order  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  and  am 
Sir 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
Treasury  Chambers  J.  West. 

13  May  1756. 

20 
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^^Py  ^  ^^'■^  Kinrfs  Warrant 
George  R 

Whereas  tlie  House  of  Commons  have  granted  unto  us 
the  sum  of  £  115.000  upon  account  to  be  distributed  to  the 
Colonies  of  New  England,  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  in 
such  proportions  as  we  should  think  fit,  as  a  free  gift  and 
reward  for  their  past  services,  and  an  encouragement  to 
them  to  continue  to  exert  themselves  with  vigour  in  defence 
of  our  just  rights  and  possessions.  And  whereas  we  have 
thought  fit  to  allot  the  said  sum  of  £  115.000  to  the  said 
Colonies  in  the  proportions  following,  that  is  to  say, 

To  Massachusetts   Bay, £54.000 

New  Hampshire, 8.000 

Connecticut, 26.000 

Khode  Island, 7.000 

New  York, 15.000 

New  Jersey, 5.000 

Total, £115.000 

And  are  pleased  to  direct  that  the  several  sums  allotted 
to  the  Colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire, 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
liands  of  the  Governor  of  each  of  those  Colonies  in  the 
presence  of  the  Council,  and  to  be  by  him  forthwith  paid 
over  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province, 
taking  a  proper  discharge  for  the  same,  and  sufficient  secu- 
rity for  the  safe  custody  of  such  sum,  until  it  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  publick  service  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature; 
and  that  the  sums  destined  for  the  Charter  Governments  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  shall  be  consigned  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  each  Colony,  who  are  to  give  a 
joint  receipt  for  the  same,  under  the  publick  seal  of  the 
Colony.  Our  will  and  pleasure  therefore  is,  that  out  of 
any  the  aids  or  supplies  granted  unto  us  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1756,  you  issue  and  pay  or  cause  to  be  issued 
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and  paid  unto  John  Thomlinson  and  John  Hanbury,  mer- 
chants, or  to  their  assigns  the  said  sum  of  £115.000,  by 
way  of  imprest  and  upon  account  to  be  by  them  paid  over, 
distributed  and  appUed  to  the  several  Colonies  aforemen- 
tioned in  the  aforegoing  proportions,  and  agreeable  to  the 
directions  and  restrictions  hereinbefore  mentioned  in  that 
behalf:  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's  this  3d  day  of  March 
1756,  in  the  29th  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Maj"  command, 

HoLLES  Newcastle 
G.  Lyttleton 

H.    FURNESE. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  our  Treasury. 


Governor  Fitch  to  Secreto^ry  Fox. 

NoRWALK,  April  16th,  1756. 

Sir:  Having  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  November 
acquainting  this  government  that  on  the  resignation  of  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confer 
on  you  the  office  of  his  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Southern  Department,  I  am  to  signify  to  you  that  we 
shall  according  to  your  directions  address  our  letters  to 
you  and  duly  observe  such  instructions  and  orders  as  shall 
by  you  be  transmitted  from  his  Majesty  to  us  for  our  guid- 
ance and  direction,  and  beg  leave  to  request  your  kind 
and  friendly  offices  for  the  interest  of  this  his  Majesty's 
Colony,  whose  loyalty  and  zeal  for  his  service  they  have 
given  such  evident  demonstrations  of 

I  have  also  received  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  several 
letters  of  the  26th  July,  28th  August,  one  of  the  3d,  and 
two  of  the  11th  November  last,  and  am  to  acquaint 
you  the  General  Assembly,  to  whom  I  communicated  those 
letters,  have  a  most  grateful  sense  of  his  Majesty's  accept- 
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aiice  of  their  services  in  tlie  last  years  campaign,  and  of  the 
marks  of  his  royal  favour  and  regard  which  he  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  shew  us  on  this  occasion. 

Having  by  former  letters  given  a  general  representation 
of  what  this  Colony  hath  done  in  the  King's  service  to 
repel  the  common  danger,  and  how  in  all  the  parts  of  the 
last  year's  operations  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  eminent- 
ly distinguished  themselves,  I  beg  leave  now  to  add, 

That  General  Shirley,  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his 
Majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  called  a  Council  of 
War  in  New  York  in  December  last,  consisting  of  Govern- 
ors and  Field  Officers,  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  instruc- 
tions to  him,  who  gave  their  opinion  tliat  an  expedition 
should  be  carried  on  this  year  against  Crown  Point,  and 
that  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  would  be  necessary  for 
that  service;  and  as  the  troops  in  the  immediate  pay  of  the 
crown  were  to  be  employed  in  an  expedition  for  removing 
the  encroachments  of  the  French  on  Lake  Ontario,  General 
Shirley  proposed  the  Colonies  should  raise  the  ten  thousand 
men  to  go  against  Crown  Point,  and  for  that  purpose  made 
out  a  proportion  for  every  Government,  in  which  he  assigned 
to  this  the  number  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  but  intimated  tliatif  the  southern  governments  failed 
raising  the  number  assigned  them  the  northern  Colonies 
should  augment  their  proportion.  AVhereupon  the  Assem- 
bly of  this  Colony,  having  received  no  intelh'gence  from 
the  southern  governments  of  their  raising  any  men  for  this 
service,  voted  to  augment  their  number  to  twenty -five  hun- 
dred men,  and  recommended  it  to  the  other  New  England 
Governments  and  New  York  to  add  in  the  same  proportion, 
that  by  these  governments  which  were  engaged  in  carrying 
on  the  expedition  last  year  against  Crown  Point  the  same 
service  should  be  undertaken  the  current  year  with  ten 
thousand  men.  AVhether  these  Governments  except  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  will  raise  the  whole  proportion 
is  not  certain. 
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This  Colony  continuing  its  zeal  and  resolution  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  seeing  no  prospect  that  this  army 
would  be  raised  unless  in  and  by  these  northern  govern- 
ments, resolved  to  exert  itself  to  the  utmost  on  this  import- 
ant occasion. 

By  these  services  for  our  King  and  country  the  Colony 
has  brought  upon  itself  a  debt,  the  discharge  of  which 
must  greatly  distress  the  inhabitants  unless  tliej  receive 
some  seasonable  relief  to  enable  them  to  get  thro'  it.  We 
have  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  money  among  us  been 
necessitated  not  only  to  emit  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  sixty  two  thousand  pounds  lawful  money,  all  payable 
by  taxes  at  several  periods  within  five  year,  but  also  in 
order  to  raise  and  fix  out  the  twenty  five  hundred  men  in 
the  present  expedition  have  been  obliged,  in  addition  to 
what  could  be  raised  by  a  large  tax  on  the  people,  to  bor- 
row of  General  Shirley  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  wdio 
has  also  agreed  to  furnish  us  with  2000  stands  of  arms  out 
of  those  ten  thousand  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  send  to  Boston ;  all  which  favours  we  acknowl- 
edge with  the  highest  gratitude. 

These  parts  of  his  Majesty's  service  the  Colony  has  un- 
dertaken, and  is  now  engaged  in  with  humble  reliance  and 
dependance  on  the  royal  favour  for  such  assistance  as  may 
enable  us  to  go  thro'  the  service,  having  no  means  but  by 
further  use  of  our  credit  to  pay  the  troops  \ye  have  raised, 
and  being  apprehensive  to  go  into  further  emission  of  bills 
must  depreciate  their  value  and  sink  the  Colony  to  that 
degree  that  to  pay  off  both  principal  and  interest  must  be 
attended  with  extreme  burdens  on  the  people. 

The  Government  therefore  humbly  hope  to  be  favoured 
with  an  enabling  sum  for  the  present,  without  which  it 
appears  impracticable  to  pay  the  troops  raised  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  also  to  be  reimbursed  the  expenccs  incurred 
in  the  common  service,  that  we  may  be  able  to  pay  and 
discharge  the  bills  of  public  credit  emitted  on  these  import- 
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ant  occasions,  which  by  the  interest  they  carry  are  contin- 
ually increasing  the  load  on  the  Colony.  For  this  purpose 
the  government  make  their  most  humble  address  and  peti- 
tion to  his  Majesty,  which  I  have  by  their  desire  inclosed 
and  am  to  desire  you  to  lay  it  before  the  King  and  to  re- 
quest your  good  offices  in  favour  of  it,  to  render  the  same 
acceptable. 

The  importance  of  these  affairs  and  the  necessity  we  are 
in  of  assistance  in  order  to  carry  on  to  effect  his  Majesty's 
intentions  against  the  common  enemy  I  persuade  myself 
will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  this  importunity,  I  shall  only 
add  that 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Eight  Honourable  Henry  Fox  &c. 


Address  to  the  King. 

[In  the  possession  of  one  of  the  Pub.  Coniinittoc.] 

To  the   Kings  most   excellent    Majesty  in    Council,    the 
humble  Address  and  Petition  of  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  in 
America. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

AVe  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  your  Colony  of  Connecticut 
humbly  beg  leave  to  render  to  your  Majesty  our  unfeigned 
and  grateful  acknowledgements  for  your  favourable  accept- 
ance of  our  zeal  and  services  in  the  defence  and  protection 
of  your  just  rights  and  dominions  in  North  America,  for 
tliose  marks  of  your  royal  favour  and  regard  whicli  your 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  condescend  to  shew  and  order 
to  be  signified  to  this  Colony,  and  for  those  gracious  en- 
couragements given  for  our  relief  and  assistance  under  the 
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expences  incurred  in  those  important  services  wliicli  have 
been  so  burdensome  to  the  Government. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  as  in  the 
last  year  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  with  great  spirit 
and  activity  exerted  themselves  for  removing  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  and  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  so 
they  continue  steady  and  unshaken  in  their  zeal  and  reso- 
lution still  further  vigorously  to  exert  themselves  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  and  strength  therein. 

The  Assembly  of  the  Colony,  may  it  please  your  Majes- 
ty, has  voted  and  agreed  to  raise  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men  for  a  like  undertaking  the  current  year,  to  join  the 
forces  of  the  neighbouring  governments,  great  part  of 
which  are  raised  and  appear  to  be  animated  with  resolution 
to  effect  the  grand  design.  The  necessary  preparations  for 
these  purposes  we  are  making  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  expences  arisen  and  increasing  in  these  services 
liave  by  reason  of  the  great  scarcity  of  money  necessitated 
the  Government  to  make  use  of  credit  by  emitting  bills  to 
the  amount  of  sixty  two  thousand  pounds  proclamation 
money,  payable  with  interest  at  five  per  cent,  at  several 
periods  within  five  year,  the  fund  for  which  are  taxes  laid 
on  the  inhabitants,  who  unless  we  are  favoured  with  assist- 
ance in  ease  of  those  burdens  must  be  greatly  straitened. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your 
Majesty  that  we  have  undertaken  so  considerable  a  part 
of  this  service  under  a  sense  of  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  it,  and  with  humble  trust  and  reliance  on  the 
favourable  encouragements  we  have  received  of  such 
supplies  in  money  as  may  enable  us  with  vigour  to  pursue 
the  design  to  effect.  Such  being  the  weak  state  of  the 
Colony  that  besides  what  we  can  collect  by  a  large  tax,  the 
Government  is  obliged  to  borrow  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  your  Majesty's  forces  in  America  ten  thousand 
pounds  sterling  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  raising 
and  furnishing  the  twenty  five  hundred  men  for  the  present 
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expedition,  whose  wages  we  have  no  means  of  paying 
without  farther  emission  of  bills  which  we  arc  apprehensive 
may  cause  a  depreciation  of  their  credit,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  Colony,  as  well  as  lay  such  burdens  on  the 
people  as  may  be  very  distressing. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  implore  your 
Majesty's  gracious  attention  to  our  insupportable  burdens, 
and  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  exteVid  your  royal  favour 
and  bount}^  for  the  alleviation  thereof,  by  granting  such 
supplies  of  money  as  may  be  ans\verable  to  the  necessity 
of  our  present  circumstances,  and  that  your  Majesty  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  to  your  Parliament 
the  reimbursement  of  the  residue  of  our  cxpence  incurred 
and  increasing  in  these  services,  the  accounts  of  which  we 
beg  leave  to  be  permitted  hereafter  to  transmit. 

And  for  your  most  excellent  Majesty  your  humble  peti- 
tioners, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

Tn  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

Tiios.  Fitch,  Govr. 

April,  1756. 


Secretary  Fox  to  the   Qovernor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Kecd.  27th  July,  1756.] 

AViiiTEiiALL,  17th  May,  1756. 

Gentlemen:  His  Majesty  having  found  it  necessary  to 
declare  war  against  the  French  King,  has  been  pleased,  in 
a  Council  held  this  day  at  Kensington,  for  that  purpose,  to 
sign  the  inclosed  Declaration,  and  to  order  that  the  same 
should  be  published  tomorrow  by  the  Heralds  at  Arms,  in 
the  usual  places  and  with  the  accustomed  formalities. 

I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure, 
that  you  should  cause  the  said  Declaration  of  War  to  be 
proclaimed  in  the  Colony  under  your  Government,  that 
his  subjects  having  this  notice,  may  take  care  to  prevent 
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any  mischief,  wliicli  otherwise  they  might  suffer  from  the 
enemy,  and  do  their  duty  in  their  several  stations,  to  dis- 
tress and  annoy  the  subjects  of  France;  And  his  Majesty 
would  have  you  be  very  vigorous  and  severe  in  preventing 
any  ammunition,  or  stores  of  any  kind,  from  being  carried 
to  them,  and  you  are  to  use  all  proper  methods  that  may  be 
most  effectual  for  that  purpose. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  Fox. 
P.  S.     His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  Letters  of 
Marque  or  Commissions  to  Privateers  to  be  granted  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Governor   Fitch,  to  Secretary  Fox. 

Hartford,  29th  May,  1756. 
Sir:  Having  in  my  letter  of  the  oth  June  last  to  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  given  a  general  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings relating  to  the  Spanish  snow  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Helena 
and  her  cargo,  put  into  the  port  of  New  London  in  Novem- 
ber 1752,  and  of  the  conclusion  of  that  affair,  (to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer,)  I  supposed  I  had  given  a  representation 
entirely  satisfactory,  yet  as  it  was  possible  some  further 
discoveries  might  be  made  of  such  parts  of  the  effects  as 
had, been  embezzled  notwithstanding  all  the  vigilance  and 
care  of  the  officers  and  authority  of  the  government,  and 
being  earnestly  desirous  to  afford  all  possible  assistance  to 
the  Spaniards  that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  owners, 
gave  assurance  in  my  letter  that  nothing  in  our  power 
should  be  wanting  to  see  all  imaginable  justice  further 
done  to  the  said  proprietors;  and  I  have  accordingly  made 
the  strictest  enquiry  but  am  not  able  to  discover  any  of  the 
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effects  more  than  was  put  into  the  possession  of  the  Span- 
ish agent  by  the  assistance  and  vigorous  endeavours  of  the 
authority  of  the  government  and  was  shipped  on  board  tlie 
ship  Nebuchadnezzar  and  transported  to  Cadiz  under  convoy 
of  Capt.  Whitwell  commander  of  the  Triton  man  of  war, 
but  as  we  have  received  his  Majesty's  further  commands 
signified  by  Sir  Thomas  Eobinson's  letter  of  the  3d  Novem- 
ber that  we  should  exert  ourselves  in  putting  an  end  to 
this  affair,  and  the  Syren  ship  of  war  being  ordered  to 
repair  to  New  London  to  take  on  board  the  remainder  of 
the  Spanish  effects  it  is  become  necessary  to  transmit  tlje 
inclosed  evidences  and  depositions  whicli  I  doubt  not 
will  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
authority  of  this  Government,  by  these  it  will  appear  that 
the  Governor  and  all  subordinate  officers  in  authority  have 
exerted  themselves  according  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability 
and  power  to  serve  the  proprietors  of  that  ship  and  cargo; 
and  as  their  principal  complaint  respects  the  money,  (almost 
all  of  which  they  say  is  detained,)  I  have  sent  attested 
copies  of  the  several  orders  and  receipts  thereon  for  the 
money,  by  which  it  will  be  evident  that  the  wliole  of  the 
money  put  in  store  was  delivered  to  the  Spanish  super- 
cargo or  agent,  Don  Joseph  Miguel  de  San  Juan,  or  to  his 
attornies  by  him  fully  impowered  to  receive  it;  and  how 
the  same  was  disposed  of  by  himself,  Mr  Lane  his  attor- 
ney, and  part  lost  under  the  care  of  Joseph  Smith  whoni 
the  merchant  had  made  commander  of  the  Ship  Nebuchad- 
nezzar will  fully  be  discovered  by  the  depositions  respecting 
those  matters.  The  chest  containing  a  quantity  of  gold 
indeed  was  found  to  have  been  broken  and  the  gold  stolen 
in  the  store,  upon  which  all  possible  endeavours  were  used 
to  recover  it  and  to  convict  the  transgressors,  but  a  part 
only  thereof  could  be  obtained.  Also  all  such  parts  of  the 
rest  of  the  cargo  and  money,  which  by  evil  minded  persons 
were  stolen  or  embezzled,  that  could  by  the  most  strict  and 
vigorous  enquiry  and  prosecutions  bo  recovered  were  ob- 
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tained  and  delivered  to  the  agent  without  cost.  These 
enquiries  and  legal  prosecutions,  (some  of  the  copies  of 
which  are  inclosed  as  evidence  of  those  proceedings,)  were 
carried  on  at  the  public  expence,  in  trover  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  proprietors,  when  the  Spanish  supercargo  had  aban- 
doned all  care  of  the  effects  and  refused  to  be  so  much  as 
an  informer  or  complainer,  or  to  accept  or  receive  into  his 
care  any  of  the  effects,  so  that  in  truth  it  may  be  said  that 
what  of  the  cargo  was  kept  and  saved,  and  what  was 
recovered  from  those  who  by  violence  had  taken  away  any 
part,  was  done  without  his  desire  and  even  contrary  to  his 
mind. 

You  will  see,  Sir,  these  affairs  were  transacted  and  gov- 
erned by  the  Court  of  Vice-admiralty,  the  Collectors  of 
his  Majesty's  customs,  (not  being  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment nor  under  its  direction,)  and  by  the  several  persons 
employed  by  them,  and  by  the  Spanish  merchant  and 
director  himself.  It  happened  indeed  within  the  limits  of 
the  Government,  and  therefore  the  Governor  afforded  all 
assistance  and  protection  he  could,  and  the  authority  exert- 
ed themselves  in  doing  justice  in  every  particular  as  far  as 
it  came  within  their  cognizance,  they  being  expressly  or- 
dered and  directed  by  the  Governor  from  time  to  time  to  do 
it,  and  whoever  is  acquainted  wdth  their  doings  must  do  them 
the  justice  to  say  they  were  fixithful  therein.  And  had  the 
merchant  accepted  the  direction,  assistance  and  protection 
offered  him  by  the  authority  of  the  government,  and  not 
counteracted  every  salutary  method  proposed,  he  might 
have  been  dismissed  in  a  short  time  with  small  loss  and 
expence. 

You  will  see  by  the  account  or  manifest  of  the  cargo 
shipped  in  the  Nebuchadnezzar  that  almost  all  the  effects 
were  saved  and  delivered  to  the  use  of  the  proprietors,  and 
indeed,  considering  the  hurry  the  people  were  in  to  relieve 
the  vessel  when  on  the  reef,  and  how  many  w^ere  employed 
for  that  purpose,  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  and  other 
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circumstances,  considering  jilso  the  same  was  put  into 
divers  stores,  tho'  as  well  secured  as  could  be  on  a  sudden 
yet  not  absolutely  secure  against  the  artifices  of  thieves 
and  housebreakers,  likewise  the  entire  neglect  of  the  agent 
to  secure  it,  and  the  unfaithfulness  of  his  attornies  and  the 
master  of  the  ship,  who  were  his  own  servants,  and  the 
general  state  of  the  affair,  it  must  appear  wonderful  a  much 
greater  loss  did  not  ensue;  indeed  no  other  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  it  but  the  care,  vigilance  and  endeavours  of 
the  Governor  and  the  authority  of  the  Government  in  a 
singular  and  extraordinary  manner  exerted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  proprietors.  Yet  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  con- 
troul  the  Court  of  Vice-admiralty,  nor  proper  to  govern 
the  collector,  nor  to  direct  the  merchant  and  director  how 
to  use  his  money  when  received,  nor  is  it  in  our  power  to 
recover  the  four  chests  of  money  carried  by  Mr.  Lane  to 
New  York,  where  I  suppose  they  now  remain,  nor  to 
controul  the  master  of  the  ship  the  agent  had  ap- 
pointed, no  further  than  regarded  public  order  or  determ- 
ining matters  that  the  parties  legally  brought  before  the 
authority. 

I  persuade  myself,  Sir,  that  it  will  evidently  appear  that 
nothing  in  our  power  has  been  wanting  to  see  all  imagina- 
ble and  possible  justice  done  to  the  proprietors  of  that 
cargo,  and  that  tho'  nothing  further  has  been  recovered,  it 
is  not  for  want  of  proper  endeavours  but  b}^  reason  no 
more  can  be  found  remaining;  and  therefore,  as  far  as  lies 
within  our  power  we  have  put  an  end  to  this  troublesome 
affair  and  make  no  doubt  had  the  owners  in  Spain  been 
rightly  informed  by  their  agent,  of  the  several  steps  taken, 
and  the  care  used  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  as 
such,  they  would,  instead  of  repeating  their  complaint, 
rendered  their  thanks  for  such  extraordinary  favour  and 
service. 

I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  the  prolixity  of 
this  letter,  and  give    yourself  the  trouble    to  inspect  the 
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evidences,  which  are  more  full  and  particular,  and  which 
I  flatter  myself  will  be  satisflictory  to  all  concerned. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 

Thos.  Fitch. 
The  Eight  Honourable  Henry  Fox. 


Governor  Fitch  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

NoRWALK,  29th  June,  1756. 

My  Lords :  Having  omitted  to  inclose  with  my  letter 
of  the  15th  April  a  list  of  the  shipping  in  this  Colon}',  re- 
ferred to  in  the  answer  sent  in  return  to  the  queries  received 
from  your  secretary,  I  now  inclose  it.  I  have  also  here- 
with sent  printed  copies  of  the  Laws  passed  in  this  Colony 
since  the  book  containing  the  Statute  Laws  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  about  five  or  six  years  ago  was  transmitted  to 
your  Lordships,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  at  that  time.  By  that  book  and  the  addi- 
tional acts  now  sent,  your  Lordships  will  see  what  are  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  this  Government. 

In  my  other  letter  I  acquainted  your  Lordships  this  Col- 
ony had  agreed  to  raise  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  for 
his  Majesty's  service  in  the  expedition  against  the  French 
encroachments  at  Crown  Point  and  parts  adjacent ;  I  now 
beg  leave  to  give  your  Lordships  further  intelligence  of  tlie 
progress  made  in  that  undertaking.  The  men  are  now  raised 
and  sometime  since  marched,  and  as  soon  as  the  stores 
and  provisions  shall  be  transported  to  Lake  George,  (which 
are  forwarded  with  dispatch,  tho'  at  a  very  great  expence,) 
the  army  will  I  presume  pass  the  Lake,  on  which  it  is  prob- 
able the  case  between  us  and  the  French  at  that  place  will 
be  determined. 
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For  effecting  this  most  important  service  it  was  proposed 
(as  I  before  acquainted  your  Lordships,)  that  the  army 
should  be  ten  thousand  strong,  and  for  that  end  General 
Shirley  made  out  a  proportion  for  each  Colony  to  raise  to 
make  up  the  whole  number,  in  which  he  conformed  to  the 
rule  the  Commissioners  at  Albany  in  ITo-i  agreed  upon. 
The  proportion  assigned  for  this  Colony  was  1250,  but  in- 
asmucli  as  we  could  have  no  dependence  on  the  Southern 
Colonies  for  raising  their  quotas  the  Assembly  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, altho'  overcharged  in  their  proportion,  yet  consid- 
ering the  importance  of  the  service  and  steady  in  their  zeal 
and  resolution  to  render  it  effectual  if  possible,  agreed  to 
double  the  number  first  proposed  for  us  to  raise,  and  moved 
the  other  Wew  England  Governments  and  New  York  to  do 
the  same,  and  by  that  means  to  raise  the  10,000  men  in 
these  five  Colonies  and  Provinces.  Nevertheless  the  whole 
number  as  yet  raised  for  this  service  falls  considerably 
short  of  that,  and  by  that  means  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  whole  burden  comes  on  this  Colony  than  was  intended, 
or  than  can  by  any  acquainted  with  our  number,  situation 
and  strength,  be  so  much  as  desired. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Lordships  of  my  former  rep- 
resentation of  the  zeal  and  vigor  shown  by  this  Govern- 
ment in  his  Majesty's  service,  and  to  repeat  my  request  of 
your  favours  to  the  Colony  under  their  present  burdens. 
I  am.  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships'  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Eight  Honble.  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations. 
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The  Kings  Instruction  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Reed.  12tli  Octob.,  IToO.] 

George  E. 

Additional   Instraction    to    our   Trusty  and 
L.  S.  Wellbeloved  the  Governor  and  Company 

of  our  Colony  of  Connectieut  in  New  Eng- 
land in  America.  Given  at  our  Court  at 
Kensington  the  fifth  day  of  July  1756  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of  our  Eeign. 
Whereas  by  our  Declaration  dated  the  ITtli  day  of  May 
last,  we  have  tliought  fit  to  declare  War  against  the  French 
King,  his  subjects  and  vassals,  and  whereas  we  have  been 
informed  that  heretofore  in  times  of  war  our  subjects  in 
several  of  our  Colonies  and  Pkmtations  in  America  have 
corresponded  with  our  enemies  and  supplied  them  with 
provisions  and  warlike  stores,  whereby  our  service  has  been 
greatly  prejudiced,  and  the  safety  of  our  dominions  endan- 
gered :  It  is  therefore  our  express  will  and  pleasure,  that 
you  do  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  hin- 
der all  correspondence  between  any  of  our  subjects  inhab- 
iting our  Colony  of  Connecticut  under  your  Government, 
and  the  subjects  of  the  said  French  King,  and  to  prevent 
any  of  the  Colonies  or  Plantations  belonging  to  our  enemies 
or  other  places  possessed  by  them,  in  America,  being  sup- 
plied, either  by  land  or  by  sea,  from  our  said  Colony  under 
your  Government  with  provisions  or  warlike  stores  of  any 
kind. 

And  in  case  you  shall  find  it  necessary  to  have  an  Act 
passed  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  you  are  earnestly 
to  recommend  it  in  our  name  to  the  Legislature  of  our  said 
Colony  to  prepare  and  pass  such  Act. 

G.  R. 
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Governor  Fitch  to  Secretary  Fox. 

N^ORWALK,  22d  Jalj,  1756. 

Sir:  Before  the  receipt  of  3^our  letters  of  the  13tli  of 
March  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony  had  agreed  to  raise 
the  number  of  2500  men  including  officers,  to  join  the 
troops  of  the  other  Governments  for  removing  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  at  Crown  Point  etc.,  in  confidence  the 
other  New  England  Governments  and  New  York  would 
raise  their  proportion  of  10,000  men  which  were  judged 
necessary  to  perform  that  part  of  the  King's  service.  The 
number  voted  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  is  a  full  propor- 
tion of  the  whole,  and  as  we  judge  more  than  a  just  quota; 
but  as  his  Majesty's  service  requires  the  exertion  of  all  our 
strength,  and  the  Government  being  zealously  affected  in 
the  common  cause,  the  Assembly  were  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  debate  about  proportion  with  the  other 
Governments,  but  rather  to  excite  them  by  a  generous 
example  to  serve  their  King  and  Country  in  this  critical 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  therefore  have  more  than  doubled 
the  number  raised  last  year  for  this  service,  exclusive  of 
the  reinforcements  raised  on  a  sudden  emergency  for  the 
relief  of  the  forces  then  in  the  field  and  to  push  the  expe- 
dition on  to  effect  if  possible. 

And  as  in  the  last  years  campaign,  the  forces  from  this 
Colony  did  about  one  half  of  the  service  occasioned  by 
building  forts  etc.,  which  both  our  officers  and  men  uni- 
versally affirm  to  be  true,  tho'  it  was  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion than  was  at  first  proposed,  so  in  the  present  under- 
taking, altho'  this  Government  has  raised  a  fourth  part  of 
10,000  men  and  have  long  since  sent  them  forward,  yet  by 
reason  of  deficiencies  in  other  Governments,  the  whole 
number  of  the  Provincial  forces  in  this  expedition  amounts 
to  no  more  than  about  seven  thousand,  which  casts  more 
than  one  third  of  tlie  burden  of  the  present  service  on  this 
small  Colonv. 
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These  troops  by  the  latest  accounts  are  marched  to  Lake 
George,  their  provisions  and  stores,  tho'  transported  at  a 
very  great  expence,  are  in  great  measure  there,  the  .Regu- 
lars I  am  informed  are  to  follow  and  take  the  posts  the 
others  leave,  and  to  sustain  them  if  needed ;  therefore  it  is 
probable  the  main  point  will  pretty  soon  come  into  dis- 
j)ute. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  the  Colony  has  a  very  grate- 
ful sense  of  his  Majesty's  royal  goodness  in  recommending 
their  case  to  the  consideration  of  his  Parliament,  and  of 
the  generous  grant  made  by  Parliament  for  our  relief 
under  the  burdens  occasioned  by  past  services  and  to  en- 
courage us  for  the  future,  and  that  as  the  King  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  manifest  his  sense  and  acceptance  of 
our  zeal  and  resolution  in  his  service,  so  we  beg  leave  to 
hope  that  in  the  distribution  of  his  royal  favour  the  great 
proportion  this  Colony  bore  in  the  burdens  of  last  year 
and  is  now  bearing  in  the  present  campaign  (which  is  more 
than  one  third  of  the  whole  sustained  by  the  New  England 
Governments  and  New  York,)  will  be  considered. 

You  may  be  assured.  Sir,  the  Colony  will  endeavour  a 

conformity  to  his  Majesty's  intentions  in  all  the  particulars 

mentioned  in  your  letters,  according  to  the  utmost  of  their 

ability,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  repeat  my 

requests  for  some  allowance  to  enable  the  Government  to 

pay  their  troops  in  the  fall,  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  to 

which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Fox,  etc. 

21 
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Qovernor  Fitch  to  Secretary  Fox. 

NoRWALK,  29tli  Septemb.,  1756. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  ITtli  May  inclosing  bis  Majesty's 
Declaration  of  War  against  tbe  French  King  bis  subjects 
and  vassals  I  received  in  July  and  forthwith  caused  the 
Declaration  to  be  published  in  the  several  counties  in  this 
Colony,  according  to  tbe  King's  pleasure  signified  in  your 
letter. 

Your  other  letter  of  the  18th  June  I  laid  before  the  As- 
sembly who  have  given  direction  respecting  receiving  and 
treating  French  prisoners  that  may  be  set  on  shore  in  the 
Colony  upon  application  of  the  commander  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  of  war. 

I  am  farther  to  acquaint  you  that  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  signified  by  one  of  your  letters  of  the 
13th  March  last,  respecting  restraints  for  preventing  pro- 
visions being  carried  to  the  French,  the  Assembly  have 
taken  effectual  care  to  oblige  the  exporters  of  provisions  of 
every  kind  to  give  sufficient  security  to  land  all  such  pro- 
visions in  some  port  within  his  Majesty's  dominions  and  to 
return  a  certificate  thereof.  This  regulation  is  to  continue 
till  June  next;  and  I  doubt  not  if  the  situation  of  the  pub- 
lic affairs  then  require  it,  the  Assembly  will  take  proper 
care  to  continue  the  same  or  make  such  like  further  provis- 
ion for  that  purpose.  In  the  last  year  care  was  taken  either 
by  embargo  or  obliging  persons  to  give  bonds  to  land  their 
provisions  within  his  Majesty's  dominions,  thereby  if  possi- 
ble to  prevent  the  French  receiving  any  supplies  from  this 
Colony,  which  has  in  great  measure,  so  far  as  we  were  con- 
cerned, proved  effectual. 

The  Assembly,  zealous  to  promote  his  Majesty's  service 
and  as  far  as  may  be  to  prevent  his  enemies  from  receiving 
support  from  his  subjects,  have  desired  me  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  is  apprehended  by  them  that  altho'  all  proper  care 
should  be  taken  by  this  and  the  neighbouring  Governments, 
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yet  there  is  danger  the  French  will  be  supplied  from  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  more  especially  from  Ireland  by 
the  way  of  St.  Eustatia. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 
The  Il'glit  Honourable  Henry  Fox  etc. 


The  King^s  Additioiial  Instruction  respecting  Letters  of  Marque. 

[Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania     Archives  iii.,  3.] 

At  the  Court  at  Kensington,  the  5th  day  of  October,  1756. 
Present. 
The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 
Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  to  his  Majesty,  by 
order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  that  some  of  the  private  ships 
of  war  belonging  to  British  subjects  have,  since  the  declara- 
tion of  the  present  war  with  France,  seized  and  brought 
into  port  certain  Spanish  ships,  without  sufficient  cause,  and 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  made  between  the 
two  crowns  in  1667.  His  Majesty  upon  consideration 
thereof,  was  pleased  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council, 
to  direct,  that  an  Additional  Instruction  should  be  prepared 
for  his  royal  signature,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  such  prac- 
tices for  the  future.  And  the  said  Additional  Instruction 
having  been  accordingly  prepared  and  signed  by  his 
Majesty,  it  is  thereupon  this  day  ordered  by  his  Majesty  in 
Council,  that  copies  of  the  said  Additional  Instructions  be 
transmitted  to  the  Governors,  or  Commanders  in  Chief,  of 
all  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  that 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  in  this  behalf  may  be  made  known 
to  the  commanders  of  all  such  ships  and  vessels  as  may 
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have  Letters  of  Marque  or  Commissions  for  Private  Men 
of  War  against  France. 

W.  Sharpe. 


George  E. 

An  Additional  Instruction  for  the  Commanders 
L.  S.  of  all  such  Ships  and  Vessels  as  may  have 

Letters  of  Marque  or  Commissions  for  Private 
Men  of  War  against  the  French  King,  his 
Yassals  and  Subjects,   or  others  inhabiting 
within  any  of  his  Countries,  Territories,  or 
Dominions.     Given  at  our  Court  at  Kensing- 
ton,  the  fifth  day  of  October   1756,   in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  our  Eeign. 
Whereas,  complaint  has  been  made  unto  us  by  order  of 
our  good  brother  the  Catliolick  King,  that  some  of  the 
Private  Ships  of  War  belonging  to  our  subjects,  have  since 
the  declaration  of  the  present  war  with  France,  seized  and 
brought  into  port  certain  Spanish  ships,  without  sufficient 
cause,  and  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  made 
between  the  two  Crowns  in  1667,  we  do  strictly  forbid  all 
commanders  of  such  ships  and  vessels  as  may  have  Letters 
of  Marque,  or  Commissions  for  Private  Men  of  War,  to 
molest  the  persons,  or  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  or  to  seize  or  detain  any  ships 
or  vessels  belonging  to  them,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
unless  on  account  of  contraband  goods  and  merchandize  on 
board  the  same.     And  we  do  farther  enjoin  and  command 
all  those  who  may  be  in  any  wise  herein  concerned,  to  ob- 
serve all  and  every  part  of  the  Treaty  above  mentioned,  in 
such  manner  as  to  avoid  and  prevent  all  disputes  with  the 
officers,  commanders  and  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
By  his  Majesty's  command, 

H.  Fox. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  the,   Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Rccd.  4tli  Jaiiy.,  1757.] 

AYhitehall,  October  9tli,  1756. 
Gentlemen :  It  having  been  represented  to  his  Majesty, 
that  the  several  Islands  and  Colonies  belonging  to  the 
French  in  America,  have,  in  times  of  war,  been  frequently 
supplied  with  provisions  of  various  kinds  by  means  of  the 
trade  carried  on  from  his  Majesty's  Islands  and  Colonies, 
to  the  Colonies  and  settlements  belonging  to  the  Dutch  and 
other  neutral  powers:  It  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you 
do  forthwith  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  give  immediate 
directions  that  an  embargo  be  laid,  during  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  upon  all  ships  and  vessels  clearing  out  with 
provisions  from  any  port  or  place  within  your  Government, 
except  those  which  shall  be  emploj^ed  in  carrying  provis- 
ions to  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  plantations; 
which  ships  or  vessels  are  to  be  allowed  to  sail  from  time 
to  time,  provided  that  the  masters  or  owners  do,  before 
they  are  permitted  to  take  any  provisions  on  board,  enter 
into  bonds  (with  two  sureties  of  known  residence  there  and 
ability  to  answer  the  penalty)  with  the  chief  officers  of  the 
customs  of  the  ports  or  places  from  whence  such  ships  or 
vessels  shall  set  sail,  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
if  the  ship  be  of  less  burthen  than  one  hundred  tons,  and 
of  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  if  above  that  burthen, 
that  the  cargo  of  such  ships  or  vessels,  the  particulars  of 
which  are  to  be  expressed  in  the  bonds,  shall  not  be  landed 
in  any  other  ports  or  places  than  such  as  belong  to  his 
Majesty  or  are  in  possession  of  his  subjects,  and  that  they 
will  within  twelve  months  after  the  date  thereof,  the  dan- 
ger of  the  seas  excepted,  produce  certificates,  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  customs  at 
such  ports  or  places  for  which  such  ships  or  vessels  cleared 
out,  that  the  said  cargoes,  expressing  the  particulars  there- 
of, have  actuallv  been  landed  there;  and  when  there  shall 
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be  cause  to  suspect  that  such  certificates  are  false  and 
counterfeit,  you  shall  take  especial  care  that  such  security 
be  not  cancelled  or  vacated,  until  you  shall  have  been 
informed  from  the  said  principal  officers  of  the  customs, 
that  the  matter  and  contents  tliereof  are  just  and  true;  and 
in  case  the  masters  or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels  shall 
not  produce  the  said  certificates  within  the  times  limited, 
you  are  to  attest  the  copies  of  such  bonds  under  your 
hands  and  seals,  and  to  cause  prosecution  thereof,  and  you 
are  also  to  give  directions  that  no  person  be  admitted  to  be 
security  for  another  who  has  bonds  standing  out  undis- 
charged, unless  he  be  esteemed  responsible  for  more  than 
the  value  of  such  bonds. 

And  in  order  the  more  fully  to  answer  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tion of  distressing  tlie  enemy,  and  to  render  his  orders  herein 
the  more  effectual,  you  are  to  take  care,  in  case  the  masters 
or  owners  of  any  ships  or  vessels  having  cleared  out  from 
the  Colony  under  your  Government  laden  with  provisions  for 
any  of  his  Majesty's  other  Colonies  or  Islands,  shall  be  detect- 
ed in  causing  collusive  captures  to  be  made  of  the  cargoes, 
that  the  severest  penalties  be  inflicted  upon  the  offenders 
which  the  laws  w^ill  in  such  case  allow  of 
We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

Dunk  Halifax 
Andrew  Stone 
James  Oswald. 
To  the  Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Eecd.  lOtli  Feby.,  1757.] 

Sir:  The  Paymaster  General  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
having  by  his  memorial,  laid  before  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  account  of  his  Deputy 
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Paymaster  in  N^ortli  America,  and  it  appearing  tliereby, 
that  by  order  of  Mr.  Shirley,  several  sums  of  money,  de- 
signed for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  forces  there,  have  been 
advanced  and  paid  by  his  deputies  to  the  Colonies  of 
^lassachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  and  New  Hampshire,  by 
way  of  loan,  I  am  directed  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint 
you,  that  as  the  publick  service  in  those  parts  requires  an 
immediate  repayment  of  those  sums,  their  Lordships  do 
expect,  that  out  of  the  money  remitted  to  you  in  part  of 
the  one  hundred  and  iifteen  thousand  pounds  granted  by 
Parliament,  you  do  take  care  that  the  sums  lent  to  your 
Colony  be  immediately  repaid  for  the  service  of  the  army. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant. 

J.  West. 

Treasury  Chambers, 

15th  bet.,  1756. 
To  the  Gov.  and  Comj^any  of  Connecticut. 


Secretary  Pitt  to  the   Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Eeceived  12tli  Febr.,  1757.] 

Wptitehall,  7th  December,  1756. 

Gentlemen:  The  King  having  been  graciously  pleased 
to  appoint  me  to  be  his  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Southern  Department,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Fox;  I  am 
to  desire  that  you  would,  for  the  future,  address  your 
letters  to  me,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  lay  regularly  before 
his  Majesty,  and  to  transmit  to  you  such  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, as  the  King  shall  think  proper  to  give  for  your 
guidance  and  direction. 

You  will  see  his  Majesty's  sentiments  on  the  present 
situation  of  publick  affliirs,  expressed  in  the  inclosed  most 
gracious  speecli  with  which  the  King  opened  the  Parlia- 
ment on  Thursdnv  the  2d  instant.     I  also  inclose  to  you 
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the  Addresses  whicli  both  Houses  have  since  presented  in 
answer  thereto. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  Pitt. 
P.  S.     Your   letters  of  July  22d  and  September  25th 
have  been  received. 

Govr.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


The  King's  Additional  Instructions  to  he  given  to  Privateers 

in  the  Gulf  of  Naples. 
[In  the  possession  of  Learned  Ilebard,  Esq,    Endorsed,  Reed.  27th  Aug.,  1757.] 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's  the  11th  day  of  January  1757. 
J    Qi  Present. 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

His  Majesty  having  been  this  day  pleased  to  approve  of 
an  Additional  Instruction,  to  enjoin  the  Commanders  of 
all  Ships  and  Vessels,  that  have,  or  may  have  Letters  of 
Marque,  or  Commissions  for  Private  Men  of  War,  to 
abstain  from  any  Act  of  Hostility  against  the  Ships  and 
Subjects  of  the  French  King,  within  the  Gulph  of  Naples 
during  the  Present  War,  Provided  that  all  Privateers,  and 
other  French  Ships,  do,  on  their  Part,  strictly  observe  the 
Orders  that  have  been  given  them  to  the  same  effect, — It  is 
thereupon  Ordered  by  his  Majesty  in  Council,  that  a  copy 
of  the  said  Additional  Instruction  (which  is  hereunto 
annexed)  be  transmitted  to  the  Governors,  or  Commanders 
in  Chief,  of  all  his  Majestj-'s  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,  and  also  to  the  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  Town  and  Garrison  of  Gibraltar,  that  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  in  this  behalf,  may  be  made  known  to 
the  Commanders  of  all  such  ships  and  vessels  as  have,  or 
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may  have  Letters  of  Marque,  or  Commissions  for  Private 
Men  of  War  aorainst  France.  W.  Sharpe. 


George  R. 

An   Additional    Instruction  to  all    Privateers 

and  other  ships  which  may  have  Letters  of 

Marque  against  the  French  King,  his  vassals 

or  subjects,  or  others  inhabiting  within  any 

of  his  Countries,  Territories  or  Dominions. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's  the  eleventh 

day  of  January,  in  the  3^ear  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  and 

in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign. 

Whereas  our  good  brother  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 

has    represented  to  us,  tliat  many  inconveniencies    may 

arise  from  hostilities  being  committed  in   the  Gulph   of 

Naples,  by  Privateers  belonging  to  either  of  the  powers  at 

war;  and  that  the  intercourse  and  supply  of  the  City  of. 

Naples  (the  Capital  of  his  Dominions,  and  the  place  of  his 

royal  residence)  may  be  greatly  interrupted  thereby:   His 

Sicilian  Majesty  having  also  communicated  to  us  a  copy  of 

tlie  orders  which  the  Court  of  France  have    given  to  the 

Commanders  of  their  privateers,  and  other  ships,  relating 

to  this  affair.     We  being  desirous  to  give  all  marks  in  our 

power,  of  friendship  and  regard  for  the  Court  of  Naples, 

do  hereby  strictly  enjoin  the  commanders  of  all  ships  and 

vessels,  that  have,   or  may  have    Letters  of  Marque,  or 

Commissions  for  Private  Men  of  War,  to  abstain  from  any 

act  of  hostility  against  the  ships  and  subjects  of  the  French 

King,  within  the  Gulph  of  Naples,  during  the  present  war, 

provided  that  all  Privateers,  and  other  French  ships,  do,  011 

their  part,  strictly  observe  the  orders  that  have  been  given 

them  to  the  same  effect. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

W.  Pitt. 
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Secretary  Pitt  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Duplicate,  Eecd.  May  19th,  1757.] 

Whitehall,  Feb.  4tb,  1757. 

Gentlemen:  The  King,  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  tlie  preservation  of  his  good  subjects  and  Colonies  of 
North  America,  has  come  to  a  resolution  of  acting  with  the 
greatest  vigour  in  those  parts,  the  ensuing  campaign,  and 
all  necessary  preparations  are  making  for  sending  a  consid- 
erable reinforcement  of  troops,  together  with  a  strong 
squadron  of  ships,  for  that  purpose,  and  in  order  to  act 
offensively  against  the  French  in  Canada. 

It  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  should  forthwith 
call  together  your  Council  and  Assembly,  and  press  them, 
in  tlie  strongest  manner,  to  raise  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion, a  number  of  Provincial  troops,  at  least  equal  to  those 
raised  the  last  year,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, over  and  above  what  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  their  own  Province ;  and  that  the 
troops  so  raised  do  act  in  such  parts,  as  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
doun, or  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
for  the  time  being,  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  serv- 
ice in  general: — And  the  King  doubts  not,  but  that  the 
several  Provinces,  truly  sensible  of  his  paternal  care  in 
sending  so  large  a  force  for  their  security,  will  exert  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  second  and  strengthen  such  oflfensivo 
operations  against  the  French,  as  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  or 
the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  shall  judge 
expedient;  and  will  not  clog  the  enlistments  of  the  men, 
or  the  i-aising  of  the  money  for  their  pay  etc.,  with  such 
limitations  as  have  been  hitherto  found  to  render  their 
service  difficult  and  ineffectual : — And  as  a  further  encou]-- 
agement,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  raising  of  the  men, 
their  pay,  arms,  and  cloathing  will  be  all  that  will  be  re- 
quired on  the  part  of  the  several  Provinces,  measures 
having  been  already   taken   for  laying  up    magazines  of 
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stores  and  provisions  of  all   kinds,  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the 
Crown. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  use  all 
your  influence  with  your  Council  and  Assembly  for  the 
punctual  and  immediate  execution  of  these  his  Majesty's 
commands. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  Pitt. 

Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Secretary  Pitt  to  iJie  Governor  of  Connecticut, 

[Endorsed,  Triplicate,  Reed.  12tli  August,  1757.] 

Wpiiteiiall,  Feb.  19th,  1757. 
Gentlemen :  Having  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  in- 
formed you,  that  it  was  the  King's  intention  to  send  a 
strong  squadron  of  ships  of  war  to  North  America,  I  am 
now  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Rear  Admiral  Holburne  to  command  the  said 
squadron,  and  it  is  the  King's  pleasure,  that  in  case  any 
naval  assistance  shall  be  wanted  for  the  protection  of  your 
Government,  you  should  apply  for  the  same,  to  the  said 
Rear  Admiral,  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  for  the  time 
being,  of  his  Majesty's  ships  in  those  seas,  who  will  send 
you  such  assistance,  as  he  may  be  able  to  do,  consistently 
with  the  service,  with  which  he  is  charged  by  his  Majesty's 
instructions;  and  you  will  regularly  communicate  to  the 
said  commander,  all  such  intelligence,  as  shall  come  to  your 
knowledge,  concerning  the  arrival  of  any  ships  of  war,  or 
vessels  having  warlike  stores,  on  board,  and  likewise  all 
such  advices,  as  may  concern  their  motions  and  destination, 
or  may,  in  any  manner,  relate  to  that  part  of  his  Majesty's 
service,  with  which  the  commanders  of  the  King's  ships 
should  be  acquainted ;  and  for  the  better  execution  of  the 
orders  sent  you,  in  this  letter,  you  will  be  diligent  in  em- 
ploying proper  persons,  and  vessels,  not  only  to  procure 
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you  the  earliest  intelligence,  but  likewise  to  be  dis- 
patched, from  time  to  time,  to  the  said  commander  of  his 
Majesty's  ships,  with  such  accounts,  as  you  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  communicate  to  him. 

It  is  also  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  that  j^ou  should 
use  all  legal  methods,  whenever  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  shall  apply  to  you,  to  raise  such  a 
number  of  seamen,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  wanted 
to  recruit  the  ships  in  North  America. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 


W.  Pitt. 


Govr.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Lords  of  Trade  1o  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Endorsed,  Rccd.  12tli  August,  1757.] 

Whitehall,  March  7th,  1757. 
Gentlemen :  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  send  you  the  inclosed  Act 
passed  in  the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  intituled  "An 
Act  to  prohibit  for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  corn, 
grain,  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread,  biscuit,  starch,  beef,  pork,  bacon 
and  other  victual  (except  fish  and  roots  and  rice  to  be  ex- 
ported to  any  part  of  Europe  southward  of  Cape  Finis- 
terre)  from  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,  unless  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  to  some  of 
the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations,  and  to  permit  the  im- 
portation of  corn  and  flour  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  neutral  ships ;  and  to  allow  the  exportation  of  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  meal,  and  flour  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Isle 
of  Man  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  there ;"  and  am, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Pownall. 
Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 
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Earl  of  Holdcrnesse  to  tlie  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Eecd.  19th  July.] 

Whitehall,  May  20tli,  1757. 

Gentlemen  :  The  inclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Vice 
Admiral  Townshend  to  Mr.  Clevland,  together  with  the 
affidavits  thereunto  annexed,  will  inform  you  of  the  pirati- 
cal behaviour  of  several  privateers,  fitted  out  in  North 
America,  towards  the  Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies,  particu- 
larly  of  the  Peggy  of  Kew  York,  one  Hadden,  master,  and 
of  a  privateer  from  Halifax,  commanded  by  one  Snooke.— 
It  was  with  the  greatest  indignation  that  liis  Majesty  re- 
ceived this  account  of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  his  sub- 
jects, not  only  contrary  to  all  humanity  and  good  faith,  but 
to  the  general  instructions  given  to  privateers,  and  in  direct 
breach  of  the  additional  one  of  the  5th  of  October  last, 
with  regard  to  Spanish  ships;  and  the  King  being  de- 
termined that  the  most  rigorous  justice  shall  be  put  in  ex- 
ecution against  such  notorious  acts  of  violence,  has  directed 
the  Governors  of  New  York  and  Nova  Scotia  to  commence 
prosecutions  against  the  owners,  masters,  and  securities  of 
the  two  privateers  above  mentioned ;  and  it  is  his  Majes- 
ty's pleasure,  in  case  either  or  both  of  them  shall  put  into 
any  port  within  your  Government,  that  you  do  cause  them 
to  be  detained,  giving  immediate  notice  to  the  Gov.  of  New 
York  of  the  arrival  and  detention  of  the  Peggy,  Hadden 
master;  and  of  that  from  Halifax,  commanded  by  Snooke, 
to  Gov.  Lawrence,  in  order  that  they  may  send  you  such 
directions  thereupon  as  they  shall  judge  most  expedient 
for  the  execution  of  the  King's  commands,  signified  to 
them  upon  this  occasion. 

Tho'  the  Additional  Instruction  abovcmentioned,  of  the 
5  of  Oct.  last,  has  been  already  transmitted  to  you  from  the 
Council  Office,  I  send  you  herewith  some  printed  copies 
thereof,  and  am  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
that  you  be  particularly  careful,  not  only  to  deliver  the 
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same  to  all  persons  wlio  shall  hereafter  take  out  commis- 
sions for  privateers,  but  also  that,  whenever  any  privateers 
come  to  the  ports  in  3'our  Government,  3'ou  do  make  en- 
quiry whether  they  have  already  received  the  said  instruc- 
tion ;  and,  in  case  you  have  reason  to  think  they  have  not, 
you  will  cause  a  copy  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
manders of  such  privateers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint 
them  that  the  king  is  determined  to  require  the  most  exact 
obedience  thereto,  and  that  the  severest  prosecutions  will 
be  carried  on  against  those  who  shall,  in  any  manner,  act 
contrary  to  the  same,  and  thereby  endanger  that  Iiarmony 
which  his  Majesty  is  so  desirous  to  preserve  with  the  Court 
of  Spain. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOLDERNESSE. 

Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

Whitehall,  June  3d,  1757. 
Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  send  you  the  inclosed  copy  of 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  23d  May 
last,  upon  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Isl- 
and of  Jamaica,  on  the  29  of  October,  1753,  to  the  end 
that  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  Province  under  your 
Government  may  be  fully  apprized  of  the  sense  of  that 
House  upon  such  extraordinary  claims. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Pownall. 
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[Eudorscd,  Rccd.  14tli  September,  1757.] 

Copy  of  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  tlie 

23d  of  May,  1757,  upon  eertain  Resolutions  of  the 

Assembly  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica  on  the  29th  of 

October,  1753. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  receiving  the  lleport 

from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 

referred  to  consider  further  of  the  several  papers  which 

were  presented  to  the  House  upon  the  18th  and  24th  days 

of  February  and  the  17th  day  of  March,  in  the  last  session 

of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  then  Governor,  Council  and 

Assembly  of  Jamaica,  and  of  the  other  papers  referred  to 

the  said  Committee; 

Mr.  Thomas  Gore  accordingly  reported  from  the  said 
Committee  the  Resolutions,  which  the  Committee  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  to  the  House,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the 
same  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  vizt. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Island  of  Jamaicn, 
contained  in  the  minutes  of  the  said  Assembly  of  the  29th 
day  of  October  1753,  in  the  words  following,  vizt.  "Re- 
solved, that  it  is  the  inherent  and"  undoubted  right  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  People  to  raise  and  apply  monies 
for  the  service  and  exigencies  of  Government,  and  to  ap- 
point such  person  or  persons  for  the  receiving  and  issuing 
thereof  as  they  shall  think  proper ;  which  rights  this  House 
hath  exerted,  and  will  always  exert,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  service  of  his  Maj- 
esty, and  the  interest  of  his  people,"  so  far  as  the  same 
imports  a  claim  of  right  in  the  said  Assembly  to  raise 
and  apply  publick  money  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  is  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and 
derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and  People  of  Great 
Britain. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  claim  in  the  said  Resolution  of  a  right  in  the  Assembly 
to  appoint  such  person  or  persons  for  the  receiving  and 
issuing  of  public  money  as  the  said  Assembly  shall  think 
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proper,  is  illegal,   unconstitutional,  and  derogatory  of  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  six  last  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  of  the 
29th  day  of  October  1753,  procaed  upon  a  manifest  m'sap- 
prehension  of  his  Majesty's  instruction  to  his  Governor,  re- 
quiring him  not  to  give  his  assent  to  any  bill  of  an  unusual 
or  extraordinary  nature  and  importance,  wherein  his  Maj- 
esty's prerogative  or  property  of  his  subjects  may  be  prej- 
udiced, or  the  trade  or  shipping  of  this  kingdom  any  Avays 
affected,  unless  there  be  a  clause  inserted,  suspending  the 
execution  of  such  bill,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  bo 
known;  and  that  such  instruction  is  just  and  necessar}^, 
and  no  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  that  Island,  nor 
any  way  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  his  subjects  there. 

The  first  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  was,  with  an  amendment  thereto,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  and  is  as  followeth,  vizt. 

Resolved^  That  the  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
Island  of  Jamaica,  contained  in  the  ininutes  of  the  said 
Assembly  of  the  29tli  day  of  October  1753,  in  the  words 
f(jllowing,  vizt.  "Resolved,  that  it  is  the  inherent  and  un- 
doubted right  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People  to  raise 
and  apply  monies  for  the  service  and  exigencies  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  appoint  such  person  or  persons  for  tiie  I'c- 
ceiving  and  issuing  thereof  as  they  shall  think  pro|)er; 
which  rights  this  House  hath  exerted,  and  will  always  ex- 
ert, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to 
the  service  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  interest  of  his  people," 
so  ilir  as  the  same  imports  a  claim  of  right  in  the  said  As- 
sembly to  raise  and  apply  public  money  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Governor  and  Council,  is  illegal,  repugnant  to 
the  terms  of  his  Majesty's  commission  to  his  Governor,  of 
the  said  Island,  and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Tlie  second  Resolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a 
second  time,  an  amendment  was  made  thereunto  by  the 
House. 

The  House  was  moved,  that  the  entries  in  the  journal 
of  the  House  of  the  21st  and  23d  days  of  December  1678, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  bill  for 
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granting  a  supply  to  his  Majesty  for  paying  off  and  dis- 
banding the  forces,  might  be  read.  And  the  same  were 
read  accordingly. 

Then  the  said  Kesolution,  so  amended,  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  and  is  as  followeth,  vizt. 

Resolved^  That  the  claim  in  the  said  Resolution  of  a  right 
in  the  Assembly  to  appoint  such  person  or  persons  for  the 
receiving  and  issuing  of  public  money,  as  the  said  Assem- 
bly shall  think  proper,  is  illegal,  repugnant  to  the  terms  of 
his  Majesty's  commission  to  his  Governor  of  the  said  Island, 
and  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

The  last  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed,  Eecd.  14tli  Sept.,  1757.] 

Whitehall,  June  9th,  1757. 
Gentlemen:  His  Majesty  having,  in  pursuance  of  an 
Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  25th  of  last 
month,  commanded  us  to  lay  before  that  House  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  iron 
made  in  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  from  Christmas 
17-19  to  5  January  1756,  distinguishing  each  year;  we  de- 
sire you  will,  forthwith  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  take 
the  proper  and  most  effectual  method  for  obtaining  the  said 
account  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Colony  under  your  Govern- 
ment, and  transmit  the  same  to  us  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition. 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
Dunk  Halifax, 
James  Oswald, 
W.  G.  Hamilton, 
W.  Sloper, 
Soame  Jenyns. 
Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 

22 
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Governor  Fltoh  to  Hie  Lords  of  Trade. 

NoRWALK,  22d  July,  1757. 

My  Lords:  Having  on  the  6th  of  this  month  received 
Mr.  Pownall  your  secretary's  letter  of  the  7th  of  March 
with  the  inclosed  printed  copy  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
intituled  an  Act  to  prohibit  for  a  limited  time  the  exporta- 
tion of  corn,  grain,  meal  etc.,  I  forthwith  ordered  it  to  be 
reprinted  and  distributed  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Government  for  their  guidance  and  direction,  and  shall  so 
far  as  relates  to  this  Colony  carefully  endeavour  that  it  shall 
be  punctually  observed. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that 
agreeable  to  your  former  directions  the  Assembly  had  taken 
care  to  cause  a  prohibition  to  be  laid  upon  the  exportation 
of  provisions,  or  the  lading  them  on  board  any  vessel  for  trans- 
portation, until  sufficient  security  be  given  that  all  such 
provisions  as  should  be  put  on  board  for  that  purpose 
should  bona  fide  be  landed  in  some  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  that  certificates  thereof  should  be  re- 
turned from  the  proper  officers  of  the  ports  where  landed, 
otherwise  the  bonds  are  to  be  forfeited  and  prosecuted; 
which  method  I  conclude  did  in  a  great  measure  answer 
and  comport  with  the  intention  of  the  aforesaid  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Having  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  April  acquainted  your 
Lordships  that  the  Assembly  had  undertaken  and  accord- 
ingly had  raised  fourteen  hundred  men  for  the  service  of 
the  current  year,  I  beg  leave  further  to  acquaint  you  that 
they  are  now  imployed  in  his  Majesty's  service  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  and  that  by  means  of 
those  repeated  services  which  so  effectually  exhaust  all  the 
supplies  the  Government  can  possibly  make,  either  by  pay- 
ment or  credit,  that  we  are  obliged  to  suffer  our  ports  and 
sea  coasts  etc.,  to  remain  much  in  the  same  state  and  con- 
dition as  mentioned  in  our  letter  to  your  Lordships,  of  the 
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30tli  of  March  1756,  to  which  for  a  particular  account  of 
the  circumstances  thereof  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  am,  My  Lords,  Your  Lordships'  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Tiios.  FiTCir. 
The  Right  Hon.,  the  Lords  Comrs.  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions. 


Secretary  Pitt  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut 

[Endorsed,  Eccd.  22d  January,  1758.] 

AVniTEHALL,  16th  Septr.,  1757. 
Gentlemen:  Mons.  d'Abreu  Envoy  Extraordinary  from 
his  Catholick  Majesty,  having  lately  delivered  divers  com- 
plaints of  violences  and  depredations,  (particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  inclosed  paper)  committed  by  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America,  against  those  of  Spain;  I  am  to  in- 
form you  that  the  King  seeing  with  the  highest  disapproba- 
tion the  daily  growth  of  such  scandalous  disorders,  and 
having  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  stop  the  progress  of 
practices  which,  if  not  repressed,  must  involve  his  Majesty 
in  odious  disputes  with  all  the  neutral  powers  of  Europe,  is 
determined  to  exert  the  full  authority  of  the  law,  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  justice  of  his  Crown  and  of  the  honor  of  the 
British  Nation;  and  in  this  view,  I  am  hereby  to  signify  to 
you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  enforce  with  the  ut- 
most vigor  the  observance  of  the  Additional  Instruction  of 
October  the  5th,  to  all  privateers,  and  employ  uncommon 
care  and  diligence  effectually  to  prevent  and,  if  possible,  to 
cut  up  by  the  roots,  all  excesses  and  enormities  alledged  to 
be  committed  in  violation  of  the  just  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion of  his  Catholick  Majesty's  subjects;  And  whereas  with 
regard  to  all  Spanish  vessels,  bound  to  a  port  of  Spain  in 
America,  the  case  of  contraband  cannot  exist,  it  being  self 
evident  that  no  effects  whatever  carried  by  a  nation  to  its 
own  ports  can,  in  any  case,  fall  under  that  description,  it  is 
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his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  do  give  the  strictest  orders, 
that  no  Spanish  ship  under  those  circumstances  be  disturbed 
or  molested  in  their  navigation,  and  that  in  case  of  outrages 
or  depredations  committed  on  the  same,  you  do  your  utmost 
to  discover  all  such  violaters  of  justice  and  disturbers  of 
the  harmony  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  and  to 
bring  the  same  to  condign  and  exemplary  punishment. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  Pitt. 
P.  S.     I  have  received  Mr.  Fitch's  letter  of  March  8th. 
Gov.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


Governor  Fitch  to  the  Earl  of  Ilolderness. 

NoRWALK,  17th  November,  1757. 

My  Lord:  As  the  news  of  the  surrendry  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry  to  the  French  on  the  9th  August  last  must  have 
been  received,  or  will  be  long  before  this  letter  arrives,  and 
as  questions  may  arise  concerning  the  aid  afforded  by  the 
Governments  in  these  parts  for  the  succour  and  relief  of 
that  fortress  against  the  enemy,  I  apprehend  it  my  duty  to 
represent  the  measures  taken  and  the  vigorous  attempts 
made  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  for  that  purpose. 

Having,  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  July,  given  your  Lordship 
an  account  of  the  orders  of  the  Assembly  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun's  proposals  for  having  the  militia  of 
the  Government  furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition  and  to 
be  in  constant  readiness  upon  the  shortest  notice  to  march  to 
the  assistance,  succour  and  relief,  of  such  fort,  town  or  place, 
as  should  be  attacked,  or  ia  danger  of  being  attacked,  by  the 
enemy,  I  am  now  further  to  acquaint  you  that  those  orders 
being  attended,  the  militia  was  put  under  a  standing  order 
to  march  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  there  should  be  occasion 
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on  any  sudden  emergency,  of  which  I  gave  Major  General 
Webb  notice. 

That  on  the  5th  of  August  I  received  a  letter  from  him 
dated  Fort  Edward,  July  30th  1757,  wherein  he  signified  to 
me  that  the  exigency  of  affairs  from  the  motion  of  the  enemy 
witli  a  large  army  towards  those  parts  and  the  weakening 
of  the  Provincial  regiments  occasioned  by  death,  sickness 
and  other  casualties,  requiring  the  immediate  reinforcement 
of  the  quotas  each  province  was  to  furnish,  upon  his  appli- 
cation, therefore  requested  such  additional  numbers  might 
be  ordered  to  march  forthwith  to  Albany;  on  the  same  day 
I  dispatched  orders  for  eleven  hundred  men,  (being  the 
number  I  understood  him  to  intend,)  to  be  forthwith  de- 
tached out  of  the  militia  nearest  to  Albany,  and  to  march 
to  his  assistance,  which  being  forthwith  done,  the  men  were 
in  general  on  their  march  from  the  several  parts  in  less 
than  eight  and  forty  hours. 

That  on  the  6th  of  the  month  I  received  another  letter 
from  Capt.  Christie,  Quarter  Master,  etc.,  dated  at  Albany 
the  4th  of  August,  giving  me  the  intelligence  of  the  Fort's 
being  invested  by  the  enemy  on  the  8d  day  of  the  month, 
two  days  before  I  received  Mr.  Webb's  letter  acquainting 
me  of  the  motion  of  the  enemy. 

On  receiving  Capt.  Christie's  letter,  wherein  he  requested 
all  the  assistance  that  could  possibly  be  sent,  I  with  the  ut- 
most dispatch  gave  out  orders  for  one  fourth  part  of  the 
militia  of  the  whole  Government,  and  one  half  of  one  of 
our  largest  regiments  nearest  Albany,  including  those  or- 
dered the  day  before,  to  be  forthwith  drafted  and  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  the  Fort  then  attacked. 

That  in  pursuance  of  those  orders  the  men  were  detached 
and  sent  forward,  mostly  on  horseback,  with  uncommon 
dispatch,  (some  troops  of  horse  and  some  volunteers  accom- 
panied them,)  carrj'ing  their  own  provisions.  But  notwith- 
standing all  these  endeavours  and  vigorous  attempts,  and 
the  great  expence  occasioned   thereby,  (which  by  the  best 
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computation  amounts  to  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  pounds,) 
it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  afford  the  relief  proposed, 
inasmuch  as  while  we  were  exerting  ourselves  in  so  extra- 
ordinary a  manner  and  proportion  the  Fort  was  surrendered 
and  all  our  expectations  frustrated. 

Had  the  Fort  held  out  about  ten  days,  and  if  the  other 
Governments  sent  men  in  proportion  to  this,  the  reinforce- 
ment could  not  have  fallen  much  if  any  thing  short  of  being 
twenty  thousand  strong,  and  according  to  human  appear- 
ance must  have  been  abundantly  sufficient  either  to  have 
vanquished  or  drove  the  enemy  off. 

Our  militia  having  arrived,  some  to  Fort  Edward,  some 
to  the  parts  on  the  river  b^low,  remained  there  ready  to 
obey  such  orders  as  should  be  given  them  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  until  the  enemy  being  drawn  off  Major 
General  Webb  gave  them  leave  to  return  home,  and  accord- 
ingly they  came  off  in  a  regular  and  orderly  manner. 

As  I  have  not  been  particularly  informed  what  numbers  the 
other  Governments  sent  out  on  this  occasion,  I  would  not 
be  understood  to  sa3^any  thing  to  their  prejudice, but  believe 
on  the  whole  no  one  exerted  itself  in  this  part  of  his  Majesty's 
service  beyond  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Thus,  My  Lord,  having  given  you  a  brief  narrative  of 
certain  facts,  shall  make  no  remarks  on  this  unhappy  affair, 
but  only  that  it  must  appear  clear  and  evident  the  loss  of 
that  fortress  was  in  no  measure  or  degree  owing  to  any  neg- 
lect or  delay  of  this  Colony,  which  could  not  have  done 
more  than  it  did  to  save  it,  and  that  we  humbly  hope  our 
service  in  this  particular  may  be  acceptable  to  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign. 

I  am,  My  Lord,  with  the  highest  esteem. 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Earl  of  Holderness. 
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Oovernor  FUch  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

NoRWALK,  18tli  November,  1757. 

My  Lords:  In  obedience  to  your  Lordships'  commands 
signified  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  June,  I  took  the  first  op- 
portunity to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  quantity  of  iron 
made  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  it 
appears  on  the  best  information  they  could  get,  that  from 
Christmas  in  1749  to  the  5th  January  1756,  there  has  been 
annually  during  that  term  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  of  bar  iron  made  in  this  Colon3^ 

Some  of  this  iron  is  made  out  of  pigs,  and  others  wrought 
from  the  ore  without  being  first  cast  into  pigs.  The  pro- 
portion of  each  sort  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain. 

I  have  received  Mr.  Pownall's  letter  of  the  3d  of  June, 
with  the  inclosed  copy  of  Eesolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  certain  Eesolutions  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
Island  of  Jamaica,  and  communicated  the  same  to  the  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony,  that  they  might  be  fully  apprized 
of  the  sense  of  that  House  in  sucli  extraordinary  claims. 

I  am.  My  Lords,  Your  Lordships' 

most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Fitch. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 


Secretary  Pitt  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 
[In  the  possession  of  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Storrs.    Endorsed,  Reed.  6tli  March,  1758.] 

Whitehall,  30th  December,  1757. 

Gentlemen:     The  King  having  judged  proper,  that  the 

Earl   of   Loudoun   should    return    to    England,    and   his 

Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint   Major  General 

Abercromby  to  succeed  his  Lordship,  as  Commander  in 
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Chief  of  the  King's  forces  in  North  America,  with  the  same 
powers  and  authorities;  I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you 
his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  do  apply  to  and  correspond 
with  Major  General  Abercromby  on  all  matters  relating  to 
the  King's  service ;  and  that  3'ou  do  obey  such  orders  as 
you  shall  receive  from  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  you 
were  directed  to  do  with  regard  to  the  several  former  Com- 
manders in  Chief  in  North  America;  and  you  will  from 
time  to  time  give  Mr.  Abercromby  all  the  assistance  and 
lights  in  your  power,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  command 
with  which  the  King  has  honored  him. 

And  I  am  particularly  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that  in  case  Major  General  Abercromby,  or  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  shall  at  any 
time  apply  to  you  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  ships  within 
your  Colony,  you  do  strictly  comply  with  the  said  request, 
for  so  long  a  time  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall  desire. 

The  King  having  resolved  to  send  a  considerable  squad- 
ron of  Ships  of  War  the  ensuing  year,  to  North  America; 
I  am  further  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 
you  do,  from  time  to  time,  transmit  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  King's  ships  in  North  America,  all  intelli- 
gence relative  to  his  Department,  in  the  same  manner  as 
you  were  directed  to  do,  by  my  letter  of  the  19th  of 
February  last,  to  Yice  Admiral  Ilolburn;  and  it  is  also  the 
King's  pleasure,  that  you  do,  on  any  application  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  King's  Ships,  use  all  legal 
methods  to  supply  him  with  such  a  number  of  sailors  and 
workmen  from  your  Colony  as  he  sliall  at  any  time  require 
for  his  Majesty's  service. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  Pitt. 

Govr.  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 
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Secretary  Pitt  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

[Reprinted  from  Documents  relating  to  Col,  Hist,  of  N.  Y.,  VII.,  339.] 

Whitehall,  Deer.  80tb,  1757. 
Gentlemen  :  His  Majesty  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  repair  the  losses  and  disappointments  of  the  last 
inactive  and  unhappy  campaign,  and  by  the  most  vigorous 
and  extensive  efforts  to  avert,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on 
his  arms,  the  dangers  impending  on  North  America;  and 
not  doubting  that  all  his  faithful  and  brave  subjects  there 
will  cliearfully  cooperate  with  and  second  to  the  utmost 
the  large  expence  and  extraordinary  succours  supplied  by 
this  kingdom  for  their  preservation  and  defence,  and  his 
M'ljesty  considering  that  several  provinces  in  particular, 
from  proximity  and  accessibility  of  situation,  more 
immediately  obnoxious  to  the  main  irruptions  of  the 
enemy  from  Canada,  are,  of  themselves,  well  able  to  furn- 
ish at  least  twenty  thousand  men,  to  join  a  body  of  the 
King's  forces  for  invading  Canada,  by  the  way  of  Crown 
Point,  and  carrying  war  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
possessions;  and  his  Majesty  not  judging  it  expedient  to 
limit  the  zeal  and  ardor  of  any  of  his  Provinces  by  making  a 
repartition  of  the  force  to  be  raised  by  each  respectively, 
for  this  most  important  service;  I  am  commanded  to 
signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure,  that  you  do,  forthwith, 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  and  influence  with  the  Council 
and  Assembly  of  your  Province,  to  induce  them  to  raise, 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  large  a  body  of  men,  within 
your  Government,  as  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  may 
allow,  and,  forming  the  same  into  regiments,  as  far  as  shall 
be  found  convenient,  that  you  do  direct  them  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness,  as  early  as  may  be,  to  march  to 
the  rendezvous  at  Albany,  or  such  other  place  as  his 
Majesty's  Commander  in  Chief  in  America  shall  appoint, 
in  order  to  proceed  from  thence,  in  conjunction  with  a 
body  of  the  King's  British  forces,  and  under  the  supreme 
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command  of  his  Majesty's  said  Commander  in  Chief  in 
America,  so  as  to  be  in  a  situation  to  begin  tlie  operations 
of  the  campaign  by  the  1st  of  Ma}^,  if  possible,  or  as  soon 
after  as  shall  be  any  way  practicable  by  attempting  to 
make  an  irruption  into  Canada,  as  above,  by  the  way  of 
Crown  Point,  and,  if  found  practicable,  to  attack  either 
Montreal,  or  Quebec,  or  both  of  the  said  places,  successively, 
with  the  whole  force  in  one  body,  or  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  by  a  division  of  the  troops  into  separate  and  distinct 
operations,  according  as  his  Majesty's  said  Commander  in 
Chief  shall,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  countries  thro' 
which  the  war  is  to  be  carried,  and  from  emergent  circum- 
stances, not  to  be  known  here,  judge  any  of  the  said 
attempts  to  be  practicable,  and  the  better  to  facilitate  this 
important  service,  the  King  is  pleased  to  leave  it  to  you 
to  issue  commissions  to  such  gentlemen  of  your  Province 
as  you  shall  judge,  from  their  weight  and  credit  with  the 
people,  and  their  zeal  for  the  public  service,  may  be  best 
disposed  and  enabled  to  quicken  and  effectuate  the  speedy 
levying  of  the  greatest  number  of  men;  in  the  dispositions 
of  which  commissions,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  have 
nothing  in  view  but  the  good  of  tlie  King's  service,  and  a 
due  subordination  of  the  whole,  when  joined,  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Commander  in  Chief;  and  all  ofiicers  of  the  Provincial 
forces,  as  high  as  colonels  inclusive,  are  to  have  rank 
according  to  their  several  respective  commissions,  in  like 
manner  as  is  already  given,  by  his  Majesty's  regulations, 
to  the  captains  of  Provincial  troops  in  America. 

The  King  is  further  pleased  to  furnish  all  the  men,  so 
raised,  as  above,  with  arms,  ammunition  and  tents,  as  well 
as  to  order  provisions  to  be  issued  to  tlie  same  by  his 
Majesty's  commissaries,  in  the  same  proportion  and  man- 
ner as  is  done  to  the  rest  of  the  King's  forces;  a 
sufficient  train  of  artillery  will  also  be  provided,  at  his 
Majesty's  expence,  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  and 
the  ship  that  conveys  this  carries  orders  for  timely  providing 
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at  the  King's  charge,  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  in  an 
ample  manner,  boats  and  vessels,  necessary  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army  on  this  expedition.  The  whole 
therefore  that  his  Majesty  expects  and  requires  from  the 
several  provinces,  is,  the  levying,  cloathing  and  pay  of 
the  men ;  and  on  these  heads  also,  that  no  encouragement 
may  be  wanting  to  this  great  and  salutary  attempt,  the 
King  is  farther  most  graciously  pleased  to  permit  me  to 
acquaint  you  that  strong  recommendations  will  be  made  to 
Parliament,  in  their  session  next  year,  to  grant  a  proper 
compensation  for  such  expences  as  above,  according  as  the 
active  vigour  and  strenuous  efforts  of  the  respective  Prov- 
inces shall  justly  appear  to  merit. 

Altho'  several  thousand  stands  of  arms  will  be  forthwith 
sent  from  England,  to  be  distributed  to  the  troops  now 
directed  to  be  raised  in  the  northern  and  southern  Provin- 
ces, yet,  as  it  is  hoped  that  the  numbers  of  men  levied  in 
all  parts  of  America  may  greatly  exceed  the  quantity  of 
arms  that  can  at  present  be  supplied  from  England,  it  is 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do,  with  particular  diligence, 
immediately  collect  and  put  into  the  best  condition,  all  the 
serviceable  arms  that  can  be  found  within  your  Government, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  employed,  as  far  as  they 
will  go,  in  this  exigency. 

I  am  farther  to  inform  you,  that  similar  orders  are  sent, 
by  this  conveyance,  to  Massachusetts  Bay,  New  Hampshire, 
Ehode  Island,  'New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  the  southern 
governments  are  also  directed  to  raise  men  in  the  same 
manner,  to  be  employed  in  such  offensive  operations,  as 
the  circumstances  and  situation  of  the  enemy's  posts  in 
those  parts  may  point  out,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  oblige 
them  so  to  divide  their  attention  and  forces  as  will  render 
the  several  attempts  more  easy  and  successful. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  animate  your  zeal 
in  the  execution  of  his  Majesty's  orders  on  this  great 
occasion,   where  the  safety   and  preservation  of  America 
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are  at  stake;  and  the  King  doubts  not,  from  your  known 
fidelity  and  attachment,  that  you  will  employ  yourself  with 
the  utmost  application  and  despatch  in  this  urgent  and 
dangerous  crisis.  Altlio'  the  knowledge  of  an  intention 
to  invade  Canada  is  apprehended  to  be  not  only  unattended 
with  any  inconvenience,  but  necessary  to  be  propagated  in 
the  Provinces,  in  order  to  give  success  to  the  levies,  yet,  as 
secresy  in  all  enterprizes  on  particular  places  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  the  King  is  persuaded  that  you  will 
use  all  proper  discretion  in  communicating,  by  name,  any 
of  the  immediate  objects  before  pointed  out,  further,  than 
to  such  persons  to  whom  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  service  confidentially  to  intrust  the  same. 

I  am  etc. 

W.  Pitt. 
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